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Vision 

 

Sri Lanka to be an International Centre of Excellence on Higher Education. 

 

Mission 

 

To delight students and other stakeholders of the Higher Education System of Sri Lanka by 

formulating and implementing results-oriented policies & strategies. 

 

Goals 

 

1. Increased opportunities and access to Higher Education 

2. Converted and new world-class universities 

3. Improved Employability and quality of graduates 

4. Improved satisfaction of stakeholders 

5. Improved global compatibility, global links and exchanges 

6. Enhanced research, publications and commercialization 

7. Converted Higher Education to attract investments and foreign exchange 

8. Empowered universities and institutes with the freedom to be competitive and unique 

9. Enhanced entrepreneurship of graduates 

10. Improved effectiveness and efficiency of the Higher Education Sector 

11. Enhanced Contribution to the national development, reconciliation and peace   

12. Improved infrastructure facilities of the national higher education system 
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UNIVERSITIES 
17 Under UGC 

• University of Colombo 
o Sri Palee Campus 

• University of Peradeniya 
• University of Sri Jayawardenepura 
• University of Kelaniya 
• University of Moratuwa 
• University of Jaffna 
• Vavuniya Campus 
• University of Ruhuna 
• Open University of Sri Lanka 
• Eastern University of Sri Lanka 

o Trincomalee Campus 
• South Eastern University of Sri Lanka 
• Rajarata University of Sri Lanka  
• Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka 
• Wayamba University of Sri Lanka 
• Uva Wellassa University 
• University of the Visual & Performing Arts 
• Gampaha Wickramarachchi University of Indigenous 

Medicine 
• University of Vavuniya 

 

2 Under MOHE 
• Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka 
• Bhiksu University of Sri Lanka 

 
 

SLIATE  
 

19 Institutes 
Dehiwala, Colombo, Kandy, Kurunegala, Badulla, Jaffna, 
Gampaha, Ampara, Trincomalee, Galle Kegalle,  
Anuradhapura, Rathnapura, Vavuniya, Samanthurei, Batticaloa, 
Tangalle, Nawalapitiya, Mannar  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POSTGRADUATE INSTITUTES 
10 under UGC  
 

University of Colombo 
• Postgraduate Institute of Medicine 
• Postgraduate Institute of Indigenous Medicine 
 

University of Peradeniya 
• Postgraduate Institute of Agriculture 
• Postgraduate Institute of Science 
• Postgraduate Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences 
• Postgraduate Institute of Medical Sciences 
 

University of Sri Jayewardenepura 
• Postgraduate Institute of Management 
 

University of Kelaniya 
• Postgraduate Institute of Buddhist and Pali Studies  
• Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology 
 

Open University of Sri Lanka 
• Postgraduate Institute of English 
 

Higher Education Institutes 
08 under the UGC  

National Centre for Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social 
Sciences 
University of Colombo  

• Institute of Human Resource Advancement (IHRA)  

• University of Colombo School of Computing (UCSC) 

• National Institute of Library and Information Science (NILIS)  
• Institute of Biochemistry, Molecular Biology and Biotechnology 

(IBMBB) 
Institute of Argo Technology and Rural Science University of 
Moratuwa 

• Institute of Technology University of Moratuwa (ITUM)  
 
Eastern University of Sri Lanka 
   . Swami Vipulananda Institute of Aesthetic Studies 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Institute of Surveying and Mapping 

2. Sri Lanka Institute of Information Technology 

(SLIIT) 

3. Sri Lanka Institute of Development Administration  

(SLIDA) 

4. National Institute of Social Development 

5. Aquinas College of Higher Studies 

6. South Asian Institute of Technology and Medicine (SAITM) 

(Pvt) Ltd 

7. National School of Business Management (NSBM)  

8. Colombo International Nautical and Engineering  

College (CINEC) 

9. Sri Lanka International Buddhist Academy  
10. Institute of Charted Accountants of Sri Lanka 
11. SANASA Campus 
12. Horizon College of Business & Technology 
13. KIU Campus (Pvt) Ltd.  

  
 

 

Higher Education System 

 

14. Nagananda International Institute for Buddhist Studies 
15. Sri Lanka Technological Campus 

16. Sri Lanka Institute of Nanotechnology (Pvt) Ltd. 

17. SIGIS Campus 

18. E Soft Metro Campus 

19. Sri Lanka Institute of Chemistry  

20. International College of Business Technology Ltd. 

21. Benedict xvi Catholic Institute of Higher Education  

(Pvt) Ltd 

22. Royal Institute Colombo (Pvt) Ltd. 

23. Business Management School (Pvt) Ltd. 

24. International Institute of Health Sciences (Private) Ltd  

25. Sri Lanka Nippon Bistech Institute (Pvt) Ltd 

26. Gateway College (Pvt) Ltd 

27. The Lyceum Campus (Pvt) Ltd 

28. British School of Commerce (Pvt) Ltd. 

28 DEGREE AWARDING INSTITUTE 
25 Under Section 25A of the Universities Act. No. 16 of 1978-Active Institutes 
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 01 
Introduction 

Education is the process of imparting or acquiring general knowledge, fostering reasoning and decision-

making skills, and preparing themselves or other individuals intellectually for a well-rounded and socially 

mature life.

In recent years, Sri Lanka has faced significant 

political and economic crises and various social 

resistance movements, which have severely 

impacted the country's stability. The energy crisis, 

shortages of essential goods, and the high 

financial burden of livelihood activities have 

deeply affected the population. Despite these 

challenges, considerable efforts have been made 

to sustain the education sector. During this period, 

the Ministry has successfully implemented 

systematic measures to restore education and 

safeguard the teaching and learning process. 

 

17 universities and 18 higher education institutes 

functioning within the entire higher education 

system are coming under direct administration of 

the University Grants Commission.  In addition, 

Buddhist and Pali University, Bhiksu University 

of Sri Lanka, and the Sri Lanka Institute of 

Advanced Technological Education (SLIATE) 

function under the purview of the Ministry. The 

Buddhist and Pali University and the Bhiksu 

University of Sri Lanka strive to promote 

Buddhist education. At the same time, the Sri 

Lanka Institute of Advanced Technological 

Education (SLIATE) plays a significant role in 

promoting higher education in the country. 

Additionally, 28 non-state higher education 

institutes have been provided with the opportunity 

to offer degree programs.   

 

According to the investments made by the public 

sector for the higher education sector, the 

provision allocated for the year 2024 is Rs. 103.3 

billion. The allocation for the Higher Education 

Division amounts to Rs. 30.6 billion. Of the total 

provisions, Rs. 69.5 billion is allocated for 

recurrent expenditure, while the remaining Rs. 

33.8 billion is for capital expenditure. 
 

By 2024, the total number of students enrolled in 

the state higher education system is around 

444,057. In 2023, a total of 269,613 students sat 

for the G.C.E. (A/L) examination, and 173,444 

students were eligible for university admissions. 

However, the university system is expected to 

enroll only 43,204 students based on the available 

resources. 

As of June 2024, the Sri Lanka Institute of 

Advanced Technological Education has enrolled 

10,623 students. Additionally, for the 2023/2024 

academic year, 312 registrations have been 

recorded at the Bhiksu University of Sri Lanka 

and the Buddhist and Pali University. 

By 2024, a total of 28 non-state higher education 

institutions have been approved by the Ministry 

of Higher Education to award degrees. Over the 

past five years, 16,019 students have been given 

opportunities for academic activities through the 

interest-free student loan scheme. Applications 

have been invited, and interviews for this year 

have already been completed. 

The Ministry has introduced a foreign scholarship 

scheme to provide local students with the 
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opportunity to study at foreign universities. 

Accordingly, in 2024, 26 students were awarded 

scholarships for undergraduate studies abroad, 

while 101 students received scholarships for 

postgraduate studies. Both local and foreign 

students have been given the opportunity to 

pursue higher education at Sri Lanka's state 

universities. By 2024, 356 foreign students have 

enrolled in undergraduate programs, while 561 

foreign students have registered for postgraduate 

studies. 

Financial assistance is offered through three main 

schemes to students facing economic difficulties 

who have gained access to higher education. 

These schemes are the Mahapola Scholarship 

Scheme, the University Bursary Scheme, and 

donations from various institutions, companies, 

and individuals. In 2024, a total of Rs. 1,865.14 

million was provided to 92,550 students under the 

Mahapola Scholarship Scheme and the University 

Bursary Scheme. 

The goal is to enhance the quality of the higher 

education system to produce graduates with 

competent skills. Accordingly, during the period 

of 2023/2024, a total of 30,703 graduates have 

been created by the university system, (including 

the Pali and Buddhist University and the Bhikkhu 

University.) Additionally, 10,454 postgraduates 

have completed their studies. In 2023, the Sri 

Lanka Institute of Advanced Technological 

Education has created 5,100 diploma holders.  

To enhance the quality of graduates, scholarships 

from foreign countries are continuously being 

offered under bilateral agreements signed with the 

Ministry of Higher Education to provide doctoral 

and postgraduate opportunities for academic staff 

and to implement various international workshop 

programs. 

In line with enhancing the quality of graduates, 

various measures are being implemented to 

increase the efficiency and productivity of the 

higher education system. To achieve this, both the 

Ministry and the universities are taking steps to 

offer local and foreign training opportunities for 

all staff. The total (permanent and temporary) 

academic staff in the higher education system in 

2024 is 10,277 and the non-academic staff is 

12,926. 

One of the main challenges we face is to produce 

graduates and diploma holders who can adapt to 

the technology-driven global economy of the next 

decade of 21st century through the higher 

education system led by all universities. 

Accordingly, the Ministry has launched various 

projects with both local and foreign financial 

support to enhance university infrastructure, 

develop academic programs, and integrate new 

technological methods. 

Out of the total capital provision allocated for the 

year 2024, 88% has been allocated for 

infrastructure development. Out of that, Rs. 

22,214 million i.e. 75% has been allocated for 

construction projects. Of these provisions, Rs. 

8,366 million has been financed through local 

funds and Rs. 13,848 million has been financed 

through foreign loans. This has been invested in 

34 projects that were commenced before 2024, 08 

projects of which the construction work has been 

completed and for the 01 new project.  

Advancing a nation's development requires the 

effective utilization of locally generated 

innovations and research findings. The Ministry 

has allocated Rs. 892.5 million as capital 

provisions and Rs. 3,267.10 million as recurrent 

expenditure for research activities in the year 

2024. Similarly, Rs. 579.5 million has been 

provided through foreign projects. Under these 

provisions, various projects were introduced to 

carry out research, development, innovation and 

commercialization separately at universities and 

postgraduate training programs were also 

implemented through research. 
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UK  05 03 02 02 

Hungaria  - - 12 12 

Source: Ministry of Education, Science and Technology | 

Higher Education 

 

3.6 Foreign Student Enrollment 
 

3.6.1 Foreign Undergraduate Student 

Enrollment 
 

For the year 2023, 431 foreign students have 

registered in state universities to pursue 

undergraduate degree programs. That number 

is 356 as of 31.12.2024. Figure 3.1 shows the 

number of foreign undergraduate students 

enrolled since 2014. 

 

Figure 3.1: Foreign Undergraduate Student 

Enrollment 

 
Source: Universities coming under the UGC, SLIATE, 

Buddhist Universities  

When considering country-wise student 

enrollment, students from 31 countries have 

come to the island for undergraduate studies in 

the year 2024.  In the year 2024, the highest 

number of students for undergraduate studies 

are from Bhutan. It is 115 students in number. 

It is  32% of the total student count. The second 

largest enrollment for undergraduate studies is 

from Myanmar. Country-wise undergraduate 

student enrollment is given in Appendix A.   

 

When considering course-wise foreign 

undergraduate enrollment in the year 2023, the 

highest number of students i.e. 197 students 

have enrolled to study Medicine. The total 

enrollment of this course up to 31.12.2024 is 

229.  Enrollment for Medicine is around 64% 

of the total student enrollment. The second 

highest enrollment is for studying Buddhist 

Philosophy and it was 118 in 2023 and 90 as of 

31.12.2024. The enrollment of undergraduate 

students by study program is provided in 

Appendix B4. 

Foreign students have enrolled in 15 

universities for undergraduate studies, and the 

highest number of them have enrolled in the 

University of Kelaniya. That number was 86 as 

of 31.12.2024. The second highest enrollment 

was in the University of Colombo, and it was 

85 as of 31.12.2024. 68 students have been 

enrolled in the University of Peradeniya as the 

third highest enrollment as of 31.12..2024. 

University-wise student enrollment of the 

undergraduate is given in Appendix B5. 

 

3.6.2 Foreign Postgraduate Student 

Enrollment 
 

In the year 2023, 794 foreign students have 

enrolled for postgraduate studies, and as of 

31.12.2024, 561 students have enrolled for 

postgraduate studies. Foreign student 

enrollment for pursuing postgraduate degrees 

since 2014 is given in Figure 3.2 
 

Figure 3.2: Foreign Student Enrollment – 

Postgraduate Degree Programs 

 
Source: Universities coming under the UGC, SLIATE, 

Buddhist Universities  
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When considering country-wise postgraduate 

student enrollment, in the year 2023, 794 

students from 32 countries have come to the 

island and as of 31.12.2024, the number of 

students enrolled from 28 countries is 561. In 

the year 2024, the highest number of students 

have come from China. The foreign student 

enrollment is given in Appendix A1.  

When considering course-wise foreign 

postgraduate student enrollment, out of the total 

of 794 students who have enrolled for 

postgraduate studies in the year 2024, 433 have 

enrolled for study Buddhist studies. It is 55% of 

the total student number. Out of the total of 561 

students who have enrolled for postgraduate 

studies as of 31.12.2024, 262 have enrolled for 

Buddhist Studies. It is 47% of the total student 

enrollment. Course-wise students’ enrollment 

is given in Appendix B6. 
 

When considering institute-wise foreign 

postgraduate student enrollment, the highest 

number of students have enrolled at the 

Postgraduate Institute of Buddhist and Pali 

Studies, and in the year 2023, it was 329 out of 

the total postgraduate enrollment of 773 

students, i.e., 43% of the students.  The highest 

student enrollment as of 31.12.2024 is also at 

the Postgraduate Institute of Buddhist and Pali 

Studies It is 264 students out of the total number 

of 561 students. It is 47% of the total student 

number. The second highest student enrollment 

was for the University of Colombo and it was 

113 as of 31.12.2024. University-wise student 

enrollment of the postgraduates is given in 

Appendix B7. 

 

3.7 Financial Assistance for 

Students   
 

Financial assistance is provided for students 

who have entered for higher education with 

financial difficulties, under 02 major schemes. 

Those are;  

•  Mahapola scholarship scheme 

•  University Bursary Scheme  

 

3.7.1 Mahapola and Bursary Scholarship 

Scheme. 
 

In the year 2024, Rs. 1,865.14 million have 

been provided to 92,550 students as Mahapola, 

university bursaries and other contributions. 

There, Rs. 79.34 Mn was provided under 

Mahapola scholarship scheme for 2,138 

students at Buddhist and Pali University, 

Bhikshu University, and SLIATE under the 

Ministry of Higher Education in the year 2024. 

Table 3.8 indicates the financial assistance 

provided to students under Mahapola and 

university bursaries in the year 2023 and up to 

December 31, 2024. 
 

 

Table 3.8 : Financial assistance provided under 

Mahapola Scholarship Scheme and Bursary Scheme 

Source: Universities coming under the UGC, SLIATE, 

Buddhist Universities  
 * The amount provided by the Mahapola Trust Fund under the 

Mahapola Scholarship Scheme is not included here. Only the 

portion allocated from Treasury funds for scholarship recipients 

is specified. 

** Somilawathi Beligodapitiya 

 2023 Up to December 

31, 2024 

No. of 

Students 

Total 

(Rs.mn) 

No. of 

Studen

ts 

Total 

(Rs.mn) 

Institutes 

under the 

UGC 95,345 2,016.3 89,490 1,774.8 

 

Bursary 63,026 1,012.0 62,400 1,141.0 

Mahapola

*   32,292 1,003.0 27,063 633.0 

Other 
27 1.3 27 0.8 

Bhiksu Uni. 
573 2.40 530 2.20 

 

Bursary 480 1.90 465 1.90 

Mahapola

*   93 0.50 65 0.30 

Buddhist & 

Pali Uni. 383 15.60 470 9.50 

 

Bursary 342 13.70 457 9.10 

Mahapola  
39 2 13 0.30 

Other 
2** 0.0462 - - 

SLIATE 3,636 62.50 2,060 78.74 

  

Mahapola

*   

3,636 62.50 2,060 78.74 

Total  
99,937 2,096.86 92,550 1,865.14 
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3.8 Academic Development and 

Modification 

 
 

 

3.8.1 Introduction of New Courses. 

Based on the proposals submitted by 

various universities and higher education 

institutions, in 2024, the University Grants 

Commission has approved 03 

undergraduate degree programmes and 

three special degree programs. Details in 

this regard are given in Tables 3.9 and 3.10. 

 Table 3.9: Special degree programs as at 

2024.12.31  

 

Source: UGC 

 

 

Table 3.10: undergraduate degree programs as at 

2024.12.31  

 
 

Source: UGC 

3.8.2 Regularization of Postgraduate 

Study Programs in Sri Lanka 

 

The University Grants Commission has 

approved 01 post-graduate degree program in 

the year 2024 to meet the acute industrial needs 

for a high level of skilled manpower in specific 

areas of the country's economic development. 

Appendix B8 provides the details of the 

postgraduate courses approved up to 

31.12.2024, external degrees and updated 

courses.   
 
 

 

3.8.3 Established New Faculties/ 

Departments and Units  

 
  

With the view of expanding the academic 

opportunities and developing other activities, 

having considered the recommendations on 

pre-requisites of the Standing Committees, 

steps were taken to establish new faculties and 

departments.  The new academic 

departments are indicated in Appendix B9. 

A Faculty of Graduate Studies has been 

established at the Open University of Sri 

Lanka in the year 2024. 

 

3.9 Development of international 

educational cooperation in the field of 

higher education. 

Legal approvals are granted when entering 

into agreements by state universities of this 

country with foreign universities /higher 

education institutes with the objective of 

developing international relations for 

higher education collaborations and 

participation in international research to 

elevate Sri Lankan universities in the world 

ranking indices.  

Therefore, introducing a qualification 

framework for higher education is an urgent 

and long-recognized necessity, also 

enshrined in government policy. Due to the 

increase in regional and global labour 

mobility in higher education, the 

Institute Degree programs 

 

Eastern University, 
Sri Lanka 

Bachelor of Information 
and Communication 
Technology Honours in 
Software Development 
Techniques 

 

Eastern University, 
Sri Lanka 

Bachelor of Information 
and Communication 
Technology Honours in 
Multimedia Design 
Techniques 

 

University of 
Kelaniya 

Bachelor of Science Honours 

Degree in Electronics 
 

Institute Degree programs 

 

Eastern University, 
Sri Lanka 

Bachelor of Information and 
Communication Technology 
Honors 

 

University of 
Jaffna 

Bachelor of Arts Honors in 
English Language Teaching 

 

Gampaha 
Wickramarachchi 
University of 
Indigenous 
Medicine 

Bachelor of Science Honors 
in Service Management 
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development of Information and 

Communication Technology and distance 

learning methods, the necessary 

preliminary steps are being taken to 

introduce a qualifications framework for 

higher education, approve regional 

recommendation frameworks, and ratify 

global conventions. Accordingly;   

 

• Introduction of a Sri Lanka 

Qualifications Framework for 

Higher Education. 

• Endorsement of Regional 

Reference Frameworks. 

• Ratification of global conventions. 

Under negotiation. 

• Entry into MoUs/Agreements on 

Educational Cooperation 

 

I. Entering into an Agreement on 

Educational Cooperation between the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka 

and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam for 

the period 2024 - 2026. 

 

II. Entering into an Agreement on 

Cooperation in the Field of Higher 

Education between the Democratic 

Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and the 

Government of Nepal. 

 

III. Entering into Memoranda of 

Understanding/Agreements for 

Educational Cooperation between Sri 

Lankan Universities and Foreign 

Universities. 
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 04 
Graduate Output & Quality of 

Graduates  
 

4.1 Overview 
 

he Ministry of Higher Education is taking steps to achieve a 100 per cent graduate output rate, 

while also strengthening the quality assurance system, offering higher education opportunities 

to improve the quality of academic staff, and organizing internationally significant conferences 

and programs to enhance the quality of graduates. The number of undergraduates who graduated from 

the university system during the 2023/2024 period amounts to 30,703, whereas 10,454 postgraduates 

completed their degrees within the same timeframe. Additionally, in 2023, the Sri Lanka Institute of 

Advanced Technological Education (SLIATE) produced 5,100 diploma holders.

4.2 Graduate Output 

4.2.1 Undergraduate Output  

During 2023/2024, the total graduate output of 

the universities coming under the purview of the 

UGC is 30,041, which consists of 20,429 

internal graduates and 9,612 external graduates. 

Similarly, 75 internal students and 311 external 

students from the Buddhist & Pali University 

have completed their degrees and also 97 

internal students and 179 external students from 

the Bhiksu University of Sri Lanka have 

completed their degrees. 

Accordingly, the total graduate output of the 

institutes coming under the purview of the 

Ministry of Higher Education is 30,703. Gender 

wise breakdown of the total graduate output is 

shown in the table 4.1.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4.1. Total graduate output (according to gender) 

  Male  Female  Total  

Internal  7,378 13,223 20,601 

External  2,172 7,930 10,102 

Total  9,550 21,153 30,703 

 (Source - UGC, Buddhist and Pali University of Sri 

Lanka, Bhiksu University) 

The majority of total graduate output is Arts 

graduates which is 13,232 in number i.e. 43%. 

Similarly, 7,286 graduates have completed 

degrees in Commerce and Management with a 

contribution of 23% to the entire output.  3,045 

graduates are from the Science stream i.e. 9.9%. 

and 1,808 graduates i.e. 5.8% are from the 

Engineering stream. 1,314 students i.e. 4.2% is 

from Computer Science and IT streams while 

1,260 graduates have completed their degree in 

Medicine i.e. 4.1% of the total output.  731 

graduates, or 2.3%, are also from the 

Technology stream. No final year examination 

was held for the Dentistry stream in 2023, and 

there was an increase of 205 graduates from the 

Engineering stream in 2023 compared to 2022. 

T 
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The total graduate output by subject stream is 

shown in Table 4.2. 

 

Table 4.2 Subject stream-wise total graduate output 

Subject Stream 2022 2023 

Arts 11,140 13,232 

Management & 

Commerce 
7,232 7,286 

Education  353 157 

Science  3,314 3,045 

Law 379 309 

Medicine   1,278 1,260 

Dental Science  72               -  

Veterinary Science 64 80 

Agriculture  1,209 687 

Engineering 1,603 1,808 

Architecture & QS 334 348 

Computer Science and 

IT  
1,425 1,314 

Allied Health Science  801 369 

Indigenous Medicine 

 
291 77 

Technology  1,421 731 

Total  30,916 30,703 

(Source -UGC, Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka, 

Bhiksu University) 

4.2.2 Postgraduate Output 

Due to various reasons such as the expectation 

of promotions in the current employment, 

keeping up with the high competition in the 

employment market, and interest to improve 

one’s knowledge, there is a high trend in 

students for getting enrolled for postgraduate 

studies.  

 

By the end of the year 2023, the total 

postgraduate output is 6,261. Of them, 6,204 are 

from institutes under the purview of the UGC, 

04 from the Bhiksu University, and 53 from the 

Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka.  

When consider the overall postgraduate output, 

it includes 1,175 postgraduate diploma holders 

and 4,425 M. A / M.Sc. graduates. Also, 661 

medical postgraduate holders and doctoral 

graduates are included in the total postgraduate 

output. Within the postgraduate output, the 

highest number of postgraduates were produced 

in the Management and Finance Stream and is 

1,741 i.e., 28%.  The Arts stream has produced 

the next highest number and it is 1,625 in 

number i.e., 26%. The summary of postgraduate 

output is given in Table 4.3. 

Table 4.3 Postgraduate Output 

Academic 

Stream  

Post 

grad. 

Dip. 

Masters 

/ MPhil 

PhDs     

/ MDs 

Total 

Arts  293 1,258 74 1,625 

Education  45 200 - 245 

Manageme

nt & 

Commerce 148 1,571 22 1,741 

Law - - - - 

Medicine   292 128 498 918 

Dental 

Science   - 2  - 2 

Veterinary 

Science 12 190 10 212 

Agriculture  175 262 11 448 

Veterinary 

Science  - 6 2 8 

Architectur

e & QS 24 64 2 90 

Science  154 491 21 666 

IT 32 253 5 290 

Indigenous 

Medicine 

  -  - 16 16 

Allied 

Health 

Science - - - - 

Total 1,175 4,425 661 6,261 

(Source -UGC, Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka, 

Bhiksu University) 

Figure 4.1 shows the variability of postgraduate 

output in 2022 and 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ministry of Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education | Higher Education                                                                                                

  

20 
  Progress Report  - 2024 

 

Figure 4.1 Postgraduate Output  

 

 (Source -UGC, Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka, 

Bhiksu University) 

 

4.2.3 Output of the Sri Lanka Institute 

of Advanced Technological Education 

 

In the year 2023, the output of SLIATE was 

5100 and it was 6,582 and in the year 2022, it 

was 6,582. Course-wise output in the year 2023 

is given is Table 4.4. 

Table 4.4 Output of SLIATE  

Course  2023 

HNDA 1,510 

HNDIT 696 

HNDE (Civil) 225 

HNDE (Mech.) 117 

HNDE (Ele & Electronics) 177 

HND(English) 1,129 

HNDM 389 

HNDT(Agri) 142 

HNDBF 65 

HNDFT 45 

HNDQS 115 

HNDBSE 16 

HNDBA 109 

HNDTHM 283 

HNDCSPT 61 

HNDPM 21 

Total  5,100 

 (Source -SLIATE) 

4.3 Employability of Graduates 

University-wise graduate employability in 

the year 2023 

Universities were assigned to continue the 

Graduate Employability Survey, first 

introduced by the Ministry in 2012 and 

conducted over several years. Accordingly, 

according to the results of surveys conducted by 

several universities for the year 2023, the 

overall graduate employability rate in 2023 is 

69.1%.  In 2023, the University of Moratuwa 

reported an employability rate of 85.5%, the 

Open University reported an employability rate 

of 93.8%, the Wayamba University reported an 

employment rate of 72.3%, the University of Sri 

Jayewardenepura reported an employability rate 

of 71.4%, the South Eastern University reported 

an employability rate of 67.5%, the University 

of Colombo reported an employment rate of 

66.8%, and the Universities of Ruhuna, Jaffna, 

and Eastern reported an employability rate of 

58.1%, 53.5%, and 52.8% respectively. 

Figure 4.2 - University-wise overall graduate 

employability 

 

(Source - University of Colombo, University of Moratuwa, 

University of Sri Jayewardenepura, University of Jaffna, 

University of Ruhuna, Eastern University, South Eastern 

University, North Western University, Open University) 

Subject-wise graduate employability - 2023 
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Table 4.5 Subject-wise overall graduate employability 

Subject Stream  Percentage (%) 

Arts  32.6 

Management  76.9 

Business Studies  69.4 

Education  32.0 

Science  73.1 

Applied Science  60.2 

Law  52.0 

Medicine   76.2 

Dentistry  - 

Fisheries and Marin Science  42.9 

*Veterinary Science - 

Livestock, Fisheries and Nutrition  85.0 

Agriculture  65.2 

Engineering  80.6 

Architecture  78.0 

Computer Science / IT  90.0 

Allied Health Science  34.2 

Indigenous  Medicine 37.5 

Nursing   81.0 

IT  90.0 

Bio System Technology  42.0 

 Technology  59.7 

Technological Studies  85.1 

Quantity Surveying   96.4 

*Agro Technology and Rural Science - 

Fashion Design and Product 

development  
87.5 

Designing  93.6 

Business Science  96.7 

Engineering Technology  65.0 

Facilities Management  91.1 

IT and Management  82.2 

Transport and Logistics  Management  86.4 

Town and Country Planning  77.3 

 Mass  Media and Performing Arts  ( Sri 

Palee Campus) 
35.5 

Landscape Architecture 63.6 

Islamic Studies and Arabic Language 65.1 

Average  69.2 
 

 (Source - University of Colombo, University of 

Moratuwa, University of Sri Jayewardenepura, University 

of Jaffna, University of Ruhuna, Eastern University, South 

Eastern University, Wayamba University, Open 

University) 

* -  Details have not been reported. 

According to the University of Colombo, the 

employability rate of medical graduates is 

76.2%. Graduates from the Education stream 

recorded the lowest employability rate at 32%, 

followed by the Arts stream at 32.6%. This data 

is based on calculations from the University of 

Colombo, University of Sri Jayewardenepura, 

University of Jaffna, University of Ruhuna, 

Eastern University, South Eastern University, 

Wayamba University, and the Open University. 

Figure  4.3 Subject-wise overall graduate employability  

 

 

(Source - University of Colombo, University of Moratuwa, 

University of Sri Jayewardenepura, University of Jaffna, 

University of Ruhuna, Eastern University, South Eastern 

University, Wayamba University, Open University) 
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Figure 4.4- Employability of diploma holders  

 

(Source - SLIATE) 

The employability of HNDE (Building 

Services) is 85% in the year 2023. The 

employability of HNDE (Mechanical) and 

HNDE (Electrical and Electronic) is more than 

80%. Among these courses, the Higher National 

Diploma in Consumer Science and Production 

Technology (HNDCSPT), which had a 

minimum employability rate of 8%, was 

conducted from 2017 to 2020, and after 2020, 

students were not enrolled for the course due to 

policy reasons. The employability of entire 

courses of the SLIATE in 2023 was 61%.   

4.4 Strengthening of Internal 

Quality Assurance Systems 

4.4.1 Role and Affairs of Quality 

Assurance Council (QAC) 

 Supporting internal quality assurance 

activities in universities. 

 

 Developing new subject bench mark 

statements and updating existing subject 

bench mark statements through due process. 

 

 Conducting Institutional Reviews (IRs) 

 

 Conducting undergraduate Program 

Reviews (PRs) 

 

 Conducting postgraduate Program Reviews. 

 

 Conducting external degree Program 

Reviews. 

 

 Conducting distance learning program 

reviews. 

 

  Support universities in aligning 

qualifications with the Sri Lanka 

Qualifications Framework (SLQF 2015) 

and assist in efforts to align qualifications 

with the South Asian Qualifications 

Reference Framework (SQRF) ratified by 

the Sri Lankan Government in 2023. 

 

 Evaluation of new proposals for the 

establishment of new faculties, institutes, 

campuses, academic departments and 

degrees. 

 

 Evaluation of applications submitted for 

blanket approval for degrees. 

 

 Establishing and maintaining cooperation 

with international higher education quality 

assurance agencies. 

 

 Conducting training programs on quality 

assurance (QA). 

 

 Maintaining the website of the Quality 

Assurance Council. 

 

 Representing the Quality Assurance 

Council and its work program in national, 

sectoral and international forums. 
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 Responding to national and international 

inquiries into the relevance and validity of 

qualifications awarded by higher 

education institutes. (Not under the UGC) 

 

 The Director of the Quality Assurance 

Council contributes to the Standing 

Committee on Accreditation and Quality 

Assurance of Non-State Higher 

Education Institutes, which is regulated 

by the Non-State Higher Education 

Division of the Ministry of Education. 

 

 The Director of the Quality Assurance 

Council is a member of the Standing 

Committee on Accreditation and Quality 

Assurance of the Ocean University of Sri 

Lanka. 

 

 The Director of the Quality Assurance 

Council provides advice on quality 

assurance matters as requested by other 

state higher education institutions. 

 

4.4.2 Strengthening internal quality 

assurance systems at universities and 

higher education institutes. 

  Institutional Review (IR) 
 

 The second round of institutional reviews was 

scheduled to include the University of 

Peradeniya, the University of Colombo, and 

the Eastern University of Sri Lanka in 2021. 

However, due to unavoidable delays and the 

need for a revised institutional review manual, 

the reviews were postponed to 2023. All three 

reviews were completed, and the final reports 

were uploaded to the Quality Assurance 

Council website by the end of September 

2023, achieving 100% of the AHEAD 

mission for quality assurance. The revised 

Quality Assurance Manual was also 

published in 2023. 

 

Program Review (PR) 

As part of the 2020 program reviews, 59 

reviews were initially scheduled for the 

Faculties of Science, Engineering, 

Architecture, and Earth Sciences. However, 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic, these reviews 

were postponed to 2021 with the Commission's 

approval. Subsequently, issues with the 

submitted Subject Evaluation Reviews (SERs) 

led to changes in the review composition, 

increasing the total to 74. The reviews were 

divided into two phases, with 37 reviews 

planned for each phase. 

 
 

In addition to the above reviews, 20 External 

Degree Program Reviews (EDPs) were 

scheduled, of which 17 have been completed. 

These reviews were conducted using the 

Manual for External Program Reviews, which 

differs from the standard manual. However, 

reviews scheduled for May, June, and July 

2024 were postponed due to a strike by 

executive and non-academic staff in the 

university system. 

Sri Lankan Qualifications 

Framework (SLQF)  

 

To map the qualifications offered by 

universities, a Sri Lanka Qualifications 

Framework Accreditation Board was 

established by the Quality Assurance Council 

with the approval of the Commission. 

Financial support was provided for this work 

by the AHEAD project. The final version of 

the SLQF Certification Manual was 

submitted to the Quality Assurance Council in 

early December 2023 and is set to be 

published and distributed in 2024. 
 

Additionally, the Sri Lanka Qualifications 

Framework 2015 document is still awaiting 

Cabinet approval. 

 

Further, a report on the restructuring and 

capacity building of the Quality Assurance 

Council of the University Grants Commission 

was presented at the 1075th Commission 

meeting on 24 March 2022. Accordingly, nine 

cadre staff positions were deemed necessary for 

the effective functioning of the Quality 
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Assurance Council. However, due to 

restrictions on creating new cadre positions, 

these requests were not implemented. The 

Quality Assurance Council is currently working 

to resubmit the proposal for the restructuring 

and capacity building of the Quality Assurance 

Council to the University Grants Commission 

and obtain the approval of the Department of 

Management Services for the necessary new 

cadre positions. 

 

4.4.3 Degree Programs, Institutes which 

obtained degree awarding status, and 

new applications of the non-state higher 

education institutes in the year 2023/2024 
 

Table 4.6 No. of Degree Programs (As at 31.12.2024) 

 

(Source- Ministry of Education- Higher Education – Non-

State Higher Education Division ) 

For the period up to 31.12.2024, the degree 

awarding status has been granted for 277 degree 

programs, and from 01.01.2023 to 31.12.2024, 

the degree awarding status has been granted for 

27 courses.  

Institutes that had been granted degree 

awarding status and new applications 

Degree Awarding Status had been received by 

28 institutes by 31.12.2024.    

As of 30.09.2023, there were 25 institutions and 

as of 31.12.2024, it has been increased to 28. 

1. The Gateway College (Private) 

Limited 

2. The Lyceum Campus (Private) Limited 

 

has been accepted as new Degree Awarding 

Institutes.  

4.4.4 Granting of interest-free loans to 

university students for obtaining laptop 

computers 

The continuation of duties related to the project 

of providing interest-free loans for the purchase 

of laptops commenced according to the 2016 

budget proposals. 

The details of the amount of interest paid to 

banks for loans taken from 01.01.2023 to 

31.12.2024 are given in Table No. 4.7. 

 

Table 4.7 Interest paid to banks for the loans obtained.  

Month  BoC  

People's 

Bank  

  (Rs.Mn) (Rs.Mn) 

2023     

January  0.67 0.11 

February  0.52 0.1 

March  0.52 0.09 

April  0.42 0.05 

May  0.4 0.04 

June  0.37 0.04 

July  0.33 0.04 

August  0.28 0.04 

September 0.23 0.03 

October 0.2 0.03 

November 0.17 0.03 

December 0.16 0.03 

Total from 

01.01.2023 to 

31.12.2023  4.27 0.63 

2024     

January  0.14 0.02 

February  0.12 0.02 

March  0.12 0.02 

April  0.11 0.02 

May 0.10 0.01 

June  0.09 0.01 

July 0.08 0.01 

August  0.08 0.008 

September 0.07 0.008 
October  

 0.07 0.006 

November  0.07 0.005 

December  0.07 0.005 

Total from 

01.01.2024 to 

31.12.2024 1.05 0.138 
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Up to 

30.09.2023 189 15 22 12 12 250 

From 

01.10.2023 

to 

31.12.2024 24 - 3 - - 27 

Total  213 15 25 12 12 277 
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 (Source – Ministry of Education -  Higher Education -IT 

Division) 

4.5. Workshops and Conferences  

1. Workshop on “Enhancing the Quality 

and Sustainability of the Non-State 

Higher Education Sector” 

A workshop on “Enhancing the Quality and 

Sustainability of the Non-State Higher 

Education Sector” was held on 29th December 

2023 at the Galadari Hotel, Colombo 01, as per 

a concept of the State Minister of Higher 

Education, Dr. Suren Raghavan, and was 

funded by the AHEAD Mission. 

Furthermore, this workshop brought together 

prominent individuals, educators, 

policymakers, and stakeholders to deliberate on 

the evolving landscape of Non-State Higher 

Education Institutions (NSHEIs). 

The workshop focused on identifying strategies 

to enhance the sector's quality, efficiency, and 

sustainability. Its aim was to foster dialogue and 

generate ideas by addressing the sector's 

complexities, ensuring continuous 

improvement in the quality and sustainability of 

non-state higher education. 

2.   Erasmus+ Capacity Development 

Program in the Higher Education Sector 

(Erasmus+ CBHE Info Day Session – 2024) 

 

 ERASMUS+ is a programme managed by 

the European Union to support education, 

training, youth, and sport, aiming to 

strengthen long-term cooperation between the 

European Union and third-world countries 

around the globe. By joining the program, Sri 

Lankan universities and higher education 

institutions can receive grants for initiatives 

that promote internationalization, such as 

student and academic staff exchanges, 

capacity development, and joint degree study 

programs. Accordingly, a workshop was held 

on 3rd July 2024 with the participation of 

over 170 scholars to promote this program 

among Sri Lankan universities and higher 

education institutions and to raise awareness 

among both the public and private sectors in 

Sri Lanka. 

3. Revision of the curricula for Fine Arts, 

Humanities, and Social Sciences (FAHSS) by 

the University Grants Commission, in 

collaboration with the Higher Education 

Division of the Ministry of Education and the 

Deans of the Faculties of Humanities, Social 

Sciences, Arts, and Fine Arts of the 

university system.  

The University Grants Commission (UGC) of 

Sri Lanka, in collaboration with the Higher 

Education Division of the Ministry of 

Education, held a workshop on the revision of 

the Fine Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences 

curricula on 19 December 2023 at the Taj 

Samudra Hotel, Colombo with the participation 

of the Heads of Academic Departments of the 

faculties. 

The workshop was mainly divided into the 

following clusters and discussions were held on 

the above issues as per the operational plan and 

follow-up work is being carried out with the 

sub-cluster committees under the three main 

clusters. 

• Humanities cluster 

• Social Sciences cluster  

• Fine Arts cluster 
 

According to the operational plan discussed at 

the above workshop, universities were informed 

to vest the right to include curricula for 

Information Technology, Internship, Critical 

Thinking, and English in their degree programs. 

 

4. 5th International Symposium 2023- 

National Centre for Advanced Studies 

(NCAS) 

 

The National Centre for Advanced Studies 

(NCAS) organized the 5th International 

Symposium on Social Sciences and Humanities 

(ISSSH) 2023 on 29 November 2023 at the Sri 

Lanka Foundation Institute, Colombo 07. The 
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theme of the symposium was 'Revisiting the 

Scholarly Contribution of the Late Professor 

Senaka Dias Bandaranaike'. Professor 

Lodewick J. Wagenaar, former Senior Curator 

of the Historical Museum of Amsterdam, 

participated as the keynote speaker at the 5th  

(IRSSSH) 2023. 
 

Accordingly, the discussions at this conference 

were held under the following sub-themes – 
 

1. Tangible and Intangible Cultural Heritage: a 

retrospective of demanding identity 

2. Religion and Society: a Philosophy, Myth 

and Reality beyond science 

3. Freedom, Rights, and Civil Responsibilities 

vs Legislation and Social Justice. 

4. Reconciliation, Politics, and Society. 

5. Environment and Ecology: transmigration of 

healthy livelihood. 

6. Sustainable Development and the role of 

SMEs. 

7. Tourism: An Industry or and Art. 

8. Role of Digital tools in teaching and learning: 

A far cry for Language learning. 

9. Authentic Science and Technology 

10. AI (Artificial Intelligence) and digital 

restoration. 

 

5. 6th  INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM 

(IRSSH) 2024- NCAS- PROGRESS 

The NCAS has scheduled the Annual Research 

Symposium: 6th International Research 

Symposium (IRSSH) 2024- was held on the 

24th-25th October 2024 under the theme 

‘Advancing Humanities and Social Sciences 

Research for National Development.’ The year 

2024 is,  

1) to acknowledge that sustainable national 

development cannot solely rely on 

technological innovation and economic growth 

alone, and its undeniable importance on a 

global scale, while respecting national and 

international relations,  

2) to consider the exploration of digital 

technologies and methodologies that are 

reshaping research practices in the humanities 

and social sciences, especially the big data 

platforms and computational modelling that 

are rapidly unveiling vast amounts of research, 

influencing authentic research and data 

analysis, sometimes significantly impacting 

their applicability. Under such major 

objectives, the research symposium covered 

the following themes; 

 The impact of technology on socio-

economic crises 

 Industrialization, global warming and 

climate change 

 Democracy and citizenship in the era of 

technology 

 Political economy and sustainable 

transformative approaches 

 Transforming Education: Navigating 

reforms in the Digital Age 

 Rebuilding Resilience: Exploring the 

Impact of Technology on Post-Tsunami 

Societies, Cultures, and Heritage 

 Social networking and human 

interactions explored through 

technology 

 Digital Humanities and computational 

approaches on harnessing the 

performing and visual arts 

 Machine learning and Machine 

translation for cross-cultural 

communication 

 Impact of technology on industry, 

society, labour market, and human 

wellbeing 

 Role of technology in restoring tangible 

and intangible cultural heritage 

 Exploring Innovations: Integrating 

Technology in English Language 

Teaching and Linguistics. 

 

4.6 Higher education opportunities 

for academic staff 

The government has made steps for increasing 

PhD opportunities for lecturers with the prior 

decision of that developing the quality of 

lecturers would positively impact on the quality 
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of graduates. Assistance is provided under two 

main ways to increase the quality of graduates. 

1. Under public investment received from the 

General Treasury, 

 National Center for Advanced 

Studies (NCAS) 

 University Grants Commission 

2. Scholarships awarded by foreign countries 

under Memoranda of Understanding and 

Bilateral Agreements signed with the Ministry 

of Higher Education. 

Table 4.8 shows the number of scholarships 

awarded during the year 2023/2024 under the 

scholarship programs conducted by each 

institution. 
 

Table 4.8  No. of Scholarships awarded in 2023  

Institute  
Doctoral and Master’s 

Degree 

 National Center for 

Advanced Studies 

(NCAS) 22 

 UGC  6 

 Ministry of Education - 

Higher Education  184 

Total  212 

(Source -NACS, UGC, Ministry of Education - Higher 

Education ) 

 

4.6.1 Awarding of Provisions through the 

National Center for Advanced Studies 

(NCAS).   

The mission of the NCAS is to support 

and enhance the advanced Studies in 

Humanities and Social Sciences in terms of 

benefiting the society with novel, and 

innovative ideas to elevate the life status of the 

human kind. It also covers the local and global 

economies, policy development and improving 

quality of life with basic needs at easements to 

life. With that holistic view, the NCAS supports 

the Academics of the State Universities in Sri 

Lanka who are specially attached to the 

Faculties of Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences, 

Education, Law and Management to pursue 

their PhD Studies, MPhil leading to PhD in 

local or foreign Universities to promote their 

research capacities to benefit the Universities 

and the country at major scale. The NCAS calls 

for applications from the state Universities bi-

annually from eligible candidates, to select the 

qualified grantees under NCAS partial funding 

scheme, for which the funds are allocated from 

and out of the government allocations on an 

annual basis. 

 

While 22 grant scholarships were awarded 

during the year 2023, NCAS awarded 07th grant 

scholarships till July 2024 to the academics of 

the state Universities after a thorough review of 

the applications received through the 1st round 

of applications. The applications for the 2nd 

round were invited till 30th August 2024 (it was 

delayed due to the trade union action of the non-

academic and executive staff till mid-July 2024) 

and are currently under review. The estimated/ 

allocated total grant amount is 11.32 M, which 

was disbursed from and out of the recovered 

grants by recycling for the eligible candidates of 

the present year.  

 

Further, the NCAS spent Rs.28 million, 

Rs.486 million, and Rs.113.58 million during 

the mentioned period to support the ongoing 

PhD grants for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd years’ of 

studies of NCAS scholars who had previously 

been awarded funding to pursue their studies in 

local and overseas Universities. Grants were 

awarded to the academics in the fields of 

Humanities, Social Sciences, Management, 

Law, Education as per the mandate of the NCAS 

Ordinance 02/2005.   NCAS is happy to declare 

that the following grant recipients completed 

their studies in the year 2023 alone, and 

resumed their duties in their respective 

Universities/ HEIs in addition to the 392 

grantees who completed their degrees.  

 

NCAS was also able to fully recover Rs. 1.5 

million to 30.08.2024 from the grantees who did 

not complete their degrees, and there are 

pending dues from several other Universities as 

the respective academics have been sent on 

vacation of post/ resigned from the post. In 

summation, the NCAS is currently supporting 

475 grant recipients with seven (07) grants 
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awarded in the year 2024 under the 1st round of 

applications.    

 

Figure 4.5 shows the number of allocations 

received since 2012 and Figure 4.6 shows the 

expenditure incurred. 

 

Figure 4.5 No. of NCAS  Beneficiaries  

 
(Source - NCAS) 
 

Figure 4.6  Incurred Expenditure  
 

 
(Source - NCAS) 

 

Queensland University of Technology in 

Australia (QUT) - National Center for 

Advanced Studies (NCAS) - PhD 

Program  

The NCAS persuasively supported the 

academics through the NCAS-QUT under the 

MOU between the Ministry of Higher 

Education (NCAS) and the Queensland 

University of Technology, Australia (QUT). 

The scholarships were granted to qualified 

university academics by reviewing the 

applications by the QUT and the NCAS 

concurrently.  As per the conditions of the said 

agreement, the selected academics are enrolled 

at QUT in designated doctoral programmes: 

whereas the QUT waives off the annual tuition 

fee of the candidate for 03 years whereas the 

NCAS will grant the living stipend of AUD 

18,610 per year/ per candidate for 3 years to 

cover the living allowance and AUD 2,451 for 

overseas health cover as one-time payment. 

NCAS was proceeding with a maximum of six 

(06) scholarships under this MOU. The original 

agreement was extended for another five (05) 

Calendar years effective from September 2018 

and ended by September 2023.  

 

From the initiation of the scholarship, 

five (05) scholarships were awarded per cycle, 

and in 2022, a total number of eleven (11) 

applications were received by the closing date. 

However, as per the National Budget Circular 

03/2022 dated 26.04.2022, public expenditures 

have been tightened and the foreign study tours 

and training conducted using local funds, and 

the NCAS was restricted for its financial 

disbursement of living allowance to the eligible 

grantees under the QUT. Considering this fact, 

the QUT considered the eleven applications to 

interview and review by them to directly 

provide the living stipend for the eligible 

candidates as full scholarship recipients during 

the period they pursue their studies at QUT. It 

was informed to the NCAS that two (02) 

applicants were eligible to be considered for the 

QUT full Scholarship-2022.    

 

With regard to the scholarships in 2023, 

the NCAS expected to transfer the full 

scholarship to a split-site degree programs, due 

to the unpredictable inflation of the currency 

value AUD=LKR, the severe economic 

recession, and also considering the new 

residential fees informed by the QUT as HDR 

scholarship stipend to AUD32,192 per annum, 

against AUD 18,610 per year. Therefore, the 
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NCAS requested the QUT to consider for split-

site programme, instead of full enrollment, and 

the decision is still under review.    

    

4.6.2 Awarding of Provisions by the UGC 
 

The objective of the Postgraduate Grant Scheme 

of the UGC is to enhance the research capacity 

of State Universities under the UGC by offering 

financial support to permanent academic staff 

for obtaining postgraduate qualifications 

necessary for their professional development. 

Grants are awarded only for local /foreign PhDs 

and for M.Phil. degrees or equivalent that lead 

for PhDs.  

Through the Postgraduate Grant Scheme of the 

UGC, the grants are awarded for 03 years’ 

maximum for PhDs / Doctoral degree studies 

and maxim 02 year grants for MPhil / Masters 

degrees. The overall limit of the Postgraduate 

Grant Scheme of the UGC is Rs. 2 million per 

year for each candidate including both the 

tuition fee and living stipend. The maximum 

limit of grant for living expenses to a candidate 

pursuing postgraduate studies abroad is Rs.1.5 

million per annum. Under living expenses, the 

limit applicable to an individual candidate 

varies from country to country within the 

maximum limit given above. 

 

The University Grants Commission awarded six 

scholarships in 2023 and two scholarships in 

2024 under the Postgraduate Grants Scheme, 

and the University Grants Commission has 

released Rs. 5.5 million for the grantees 

currently receiving grants to pursue their 

postgraduate studies.  

 

University Grants Commission - Griffith 

University (GU) in Australia Full/   Joint 

PhD Program 

Griffith University (GU) in Australia and the 

University Grants Commission (UGC) of Sri 

Lanka has entered into a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with the aim of achieving 

mutual benefits from academic interaction, 

cultural exchange, collaborative research, and 

other forms of academic collaboration.  

Under the MoU signed between Griffith 

University, Australia, and the UGC Sri Lanka, 

Griffith University will cover the full tuition 

fees for a period of up to 03 years and the UGC 

will provide the candidates a living allowance 

for a period of three years’ subject to the limits 

approved for Australia and the Overseas 

Student Health Cover (OSHC). The Griffith 

University will also award up to 12 

International Postgraduate Research 

Scholarships per year.  

 

Under the Joint Doctoral Degree Model, joint 

doctoral program supervision arrangements are 

also encouraged for candidates supported by the 

University Grants Commission from any of the 

following Sri Lankan universities, with the 

University of Colombo, the University of 

Kelaniya, the University of Peradeniya, the 

University of Sri Jayewardenepura as the 

preferred universities, subject to the final 

approval of all parties: 
 

The University Grants Commission has invited 

applications for the University Grants 

Commission - Griffith University (GU) Australia 

Full/Joint Doctoral Scholarship Program - 2023. 

Additionally, the University Grants Commission 

has initiated the process of amending the 

Memorandum of Understanding with revised 

terms that align with the current situation. 

 

UGC Sri Lanka- International 

University of Japan PhD/Master’s 

Program 

 

The UGC in collaboration with the 

International University of Japan (IUJ) has 

launched a co-sponsored scholarship program 

to provide financial assistance to the academic 

and administrative staff of universities under 

the UGC to pursue higher studies at the 

International University of Japan (IUJ). As per 

the agreement letter made between the UGC 
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and the IUJ, the IUJ will fund 50% of the 

tuition fee and the UGC will fund the 

remaining 50% of the tuition fee (as notified by 

the IUJ) and a monthly living expenses 

allowance of 90,000 Japanese Yen. Academic 

staff traveling abroad on study leave will also 

be entitled to airfare allowance. 

 

University Grants Commission (UGC) Sri 

Lanka- Queensland University of 

Technology (QUT) Joint/Split PhD Program 

 

The QUT, Australia  will provide a full tuition 

fee scholarship (valued at approximately AUD 

100,000) for the duration of PhD candidacy (up 

to three years). 

The UGC will provide financial support to Sri 

Lankan academic staff members who meet the 

eligibility requirements of the UGC and the 

QUT to cover expenses while visiting the QUT 

for a period of one year and conducting 

research.  This assistance includes living 

expenses allowance, Overseas Student Health 

Cover (OSHC) and other related expenses as 

per the requirement according to the UGC 

guidelines. The maximum grant limit is Rs.3.5 

million per candidate for 03 years. 

 

10 - 12 candidates in various disciplines from 

universities in Sri Lanka pursue doctoral studies 

for a minimum of 12 months at Queensland 

University of Technology (QUT) campuses and 

are supervised by Queensland University of 

Technology (QUT) in a cohort model.  

 

i. Joint PhD model 

 

 Joint PhD programs of the Queensland 

University of Technology and the UGC 

include the joint PhD model initiated with the 

University of Colombo (CMB), the 

University of Peradeniya (PDN) and the 

University of Sri Jayewardenepura (SJP). 

 

Joint PhD students will be co-supervised by two 

faculty members from the Queensland 

University of Technology, one faculty 

member from the Universities of Colombo, 

Peradeniya or Sri Jayewardenepura and a 

faculty member from the respective 

candidate's university, if applicable. 

 

(ii) Spilt /External PhD model 

 

For spilt PhD students, there are two 

academic supervisors at the Queensland 

University of Technology and a local 

supervisor at any university under the 

purview of the UGC.   

 

In 2023, the UGC renewed the Memorandum of 

Understanding signed between the UGC and 

Queensland University of Technology for a 

further period of 5 years. 

 

Scholarship Scheme of the University 

Grants Commission of Sri Lanka and 

Edith Cowan University (ECU), 

Australia. 
 

In 2023, a Memorandum of Understanding was 

signed between the University Grants 

Commission and Edith Cowan University, 

Australia, to foster collaboration between the 

two institutions.  

Edith Cowan University (ECU) is a public 

university in Australia that provides an 

excellent learning environment for educators 

and over 30,000 undergraduate and 

postgraduate students, including international 

students from 100 countries. Edith Cowan 

University offers a diverse range of courses 

through eight colleges: Arts and Humanities, 

Business and Law, Education, Engineering, 

Medicine and Health Sciences, Nursing and 

Midwifery, Science, and the Western Australian 

Academy of Performing Arts. 

 

Edith Cowan University courses are developed 

with industry-related knowledge, and the 

teaching staff possess extensive industry 

experience and network connections. As a 

result, Edith Cowan University students have 

access to work-integrated learning 
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opportunities, fieldwork, practical experiences, 

and networking opportunities as part of their 

education. 

The areas covered under the collaboration and 

the proposed activities to be implemented are as 

follows. 

o Awarding (joint/collaborative) PhD 

degrees with selected Sri Lankan 

universities. 

 

o Selecting qualified candidates for Edith 

Cowan University postgraduate 

degrees through research programmes 

recommended by the University Grants 

Commission and approved by Edith 

University. 

 

o Exploring opportunities to establish at 

least one fully funded Edith Cowan 

University PhD scholarship for highly 

talented Sri Lankan students. 

 

o Explore the possibility of exchange of 

academic staff, joint research activities 

and publications, participation in 

conferences and academic meetings, 

subject to funding from an external 

grant-making institution. 

 

o Explore the possibility of special short-

term study programmes / administrative 

and management programmes, with the 

prior approval of each institution. 

 

o Explore the possibility of funded short 

and medium-term research visits for 

doctoral students and post-doctoral 

fellowships for academic staff, with the 

prior approval of each institution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research Training Collaboration (Joint 

Doctoral Program) between the 

University Grants Commission of Sri 

Lanka and the Royal Melbourne 

Institute of Technology (RMIT 

University), Australia – 2023 
 

Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology 

(RMIT University), an Australian higher 

education institution ranked 140th  in the 

world (QS World Rankings 2023), has 

partnered with the University Grants 

Commission of Sri Lanka to train junior 

faculty members from Sri Lankan 

universities through a joint doctoral 

program. 

RMIT University was established in 2018 

and has a highly successful joint doctoral 

program, with 32 candidates currently 

studying and 4 degrees completed. These 

joint doctoral programs are offered in 

collaboration with four Sri Lankan academic 

institutions. 

 

• University of Peradeniya (PDN) 

• University of Moratuwa (MRT) 

• University of Ruhuna (RUH) 

   • University of Sri Jayewardenepura 

(SJP) 

The University Grants Commission (UGC) 

aims to enhance the research capacity of 

academics by offering PhD scholarships to 

increase the number of faculty members with 

PhD qualifications. The mutually beneficial 

partnership will enhance the global reach of the 

Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology and 

enhance the research culture of institutions in 

Sri Lanka. Accordingly, the Royal Melbourne 

Institute of Technology, Australia, and the 

University Grants Commission, Sri Lanka, 

entered into a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) on 16 February 2023. 
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Table 4.9- The scholarship to be awarded by the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, Australia, and the 

scholarship to be awarded by the University Grants Commission, Sri Lanka 

 

scholarship to be awarded 

by the Royal Melbourne 

Institute of Technology, 

Australia 

scholarship to be awarded by the University Grants Commission, Sri Lanka 

• Up to 10 RMIT PhD 

Scholarships will be 

awarded. 

 

•  RMIT Tuition Fee 

Scholarship for up to 3.5 

years - Approximate 

value AU$80,000 

 

• RMIT Stipend for up to 

12 months in Melbourne 

Approximate value 

AU$35,000 

According to the MOU;  

Within the limits approved by the University Grants Commission for 

Australia, the University Grants Commission will provide candidates 

with a living allowance and, if the awardees are not granted a paid 

scholarship by RMIT while they are in Melbourne, will cover the cost 

of overseas student health cover for a maximum period of one (01) year 

during their studies at RMIT in Australia. 

Note: 

However, there is no financial obligation on the part of the University 

Grants Commission as RMIT will provide a living allowance for up to 

12 months during the students' stay in Melbourne. 

(Source -UGC) 

 

4.6.3 Awarding of Provisions by the 

Ministry of Higher Education 
 

The Ministry of Higher Education awards direct 

and indirect undergraduate and postgraduate 

scholarships creating higher education 

opportunities in foreign countries, and through 

that the target is to;  

 Increase foreign higher education 

access opportunities 

 improve global relations and 

education exchange opportunities  

 Contribution to the national 

economy through educational 

mobility.  In 2023, 79 postgraduate 

scholarships were awarded under 

the Ministry of Higher Education, 

and in 2024, postgraduate 

scholarships were awarded to 67 

individuals from India, 24 

individuals from China, 12 persons 

from Hungary, and 02 persons from 

the United Kingdom. 

 

Scholarships awarded by foreign countries 

under Memoranda of Understanding 

(MoUs) and bilateral agreements signed with 

the Ministry of Higher Education. 

  Entering into an Agreement on Educational 

Cooperation between the Democratic 

Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and the 

Socialist Republic of Vietnam for the period 

2024 - 2026. 
 

The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 

Lanka and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam 

have entered into agreements for educational 

cooperation between the two countries over 

the years. The Agreement on Educational 

Cooperation, which was last signed for the 

period 2017 to 2020, is expected to be signed 

again for the period 2024 to 2026 with 

amendments, and accordingly, the Cabinet 

has granted approval for the Relevant 

Cabinet Memorandum on July 24,2024.   

Similarly, as direct benefits of the proposed 

MoU, each side will exchange students with 

special talents to pursue studies in the 

universities of the other side, exchange five 

(5) scholarships annually for undergraduate 

or postgraduate studies in fields mutually 

agreed upon by both sides, exchange senior 

education delegations consisting of four or 
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five representatives for a maximum period of 

7 days once every two years to exchange 

experiences and develop cooperation 

between the two countries, provide 

opportunities for joint research in areas 

proposed by the Ministry of Higher 

Education of Sri Lanka, Government of Sri 

Lanka, and provide opportunities for joint 

research in areas proposed by the Ministry of 

Education and Training of Vietnam, 

Government of Vietnam, and facilitate the 

exchange of students and scholars (lecturers, 

researchers, technical experts, and 

technologists)  between universities/research 

centres and relevant institutions of both 

sides.  
 

Furthermore, this agreement envisions the 

exchange of information and experiences 

related to development and innovation in the 

field of higher education, conducting joint 

research, promoting bilateral cooperation 

programs between universities and research 

institutions of both sides, exchanging five (5) 

scholarships annually for undergraduate or 

postgraduate studies in mutually agreed-

upon fields, and encouraging the exchange 

of students and scholars between 

universities, research centres, and relevant 

institutions of the two countries. 

 

I. Agreement between the Democratic 

Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and 

the Government of Nepal on 

cooperation in the field of higher 

education. 
 

Collaborations in the higher education sector 

are a crucial factor in enhancing the quality 

of education in this country. Such mutual 

collaborations offer a valuable opportunity 

to expand the knowledge and experience of 

academic staff, researchers, and students in 

the country's higher education sector. For 

this purpose, it is expected to sign an 

agreement with the Government of Nepal, 

which has a long history of engaging in 

cooperation with Sri Lanka, in the cultural, 

educational and scientific fields. 

Accordingly, the following Cabinet Paper 

has been approved by the Cabinet on 

November 27, 2023. 
  

The proposed MoU will also provide direct 

benefits to enhance cooperation between 

educational and professional institutions 

established in the two countries, further 

advancing the higher education sector in Sri 

Lanka. It will promote the participation of 

university lecturers, educators, researchers, 

and senior administrators in training programs 

and study tours conducted between the two 

countries. Additionally, it will offer 

opportunities to exchange curricula, and 

scientific and educational methodologies 

relevant to the higher education systems of 

both countries and to participate in higher 

education conferences and seminars organized 

by both sides. 

 

 
 

II. Entering into MoUs / agreements with the 

aim of educational cooperation between Sri 

Lankan universities and foreign universities. 

Under this, the following agreements have been 

approved by the Cabinet in the previous 

duration. 

 Signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 

between the Eastern University of Sri Lanka 

and Yunnan University of China for higher 

education cooperation. 
 

 Signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 

between the Open University of Sri Lanka and 

Shanghai Open University in China for 

Higher Education Cooperation and Signing of 

a Tri-Party Agreement between the Open 

University of Sri Lanka, Shanghai Open 

University and Bank of China Ltd on the 

Establishment of the Chinese Language 

Centre at the Open University of Sri Lanka 

 

 Signing of a Consortium Agreement between 

the Universitat AutÖnoma de Barcelona in 
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Spain, and University of Jaffna, University of 

Peradeniya and Rajarata University in Sri 

Lanka for the Project of “Developing High 

Impact Sustainable Educational Programmes 

for Transfusion Medicine Professionals for 

Safe Blood Donation and Supply” 

(ERASMUS-EDU-2022-CBHE). 
 

 Entering into a Memorandum of 

Understanding between the Sabaragamuwa 

University in Sri Lanka and the University of 

Salford in the United Kingdom relevant to the 

encouraging multidisciplinary research on 

disaster resilience and integrated management 

of natural resources. 
 

 Entering into a tripartite agreement between 

the University of Jaffna in Sri Lanka and the 

National University of Singapore and 

Singapore Health Services Pvt. Ltd. to 

establish a Regional Collaborating Center 

with the aim of coordinating global health 

efforts. 

 

 Entering into a Non-Disclosure Agreement 

and Memorandum of Understanding between 

the Southern Health NHS Trust of the United 

Kingdom and Northern Ireland and the 

University of Ruhuna of the Democratic 

Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka relevant to the 

MARIE project on the mental health effects 

of menopause on women globally. 

 

 Memorandum of Understanding to be entered 

into between the Open University of Sri 

Lanka and the Tomorrow Technology 

Education Service Center (TTESC) regarding 

the designation and empowerment of 

Tomorrow Technology Education Service 

Center (TTESC) as the duly authorized 

representative for the purpose of endorsing 

and marketing the academic programs offered 

by the Open University of Sri Lanka to the 

students from China.  

 

 Entering into a Memorandum of 

Understanding between the University of Sri 

Jayewardenepura in Sri Lanka and the Tomas 

Bata University of the Czech Republic to 

develop cooperation between the two parties. 

 

 Entering into an Agreement between the 

Rajarata University of Sri Lanka and the 

University of Naples Federico II, Italy on 

capacity building, research collaborations, 

innovations and use of aquaculture 

biosystems technology. 

 

 Entering into a Partnership Agreement 

between the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka 

and the Michigan State University of the 

United States of America with the Objective 

of Capacity Building, Research 

Collaborations, and for the Development of 

Innovations and Downstream Applications 

relevant to Smart Agriculture. 

 

 

4.6.4 Accelerating Higher Education 

Expansion and Development (AHEAD) 

Project. 

This project was launched on June 1, 2018 to 

achieve the objectives of increasing enrollment 

in priority subjects for higher education, 

improving the quality of higher education, and 

promoting research, development, innovation, 

and commercialization for the country's 

economic development. 

By the end of 31.12.2023, 198 PhD awards have 

been made by the AHEAD and 36 awardees 

have already completed the PhD and 129 

individuals are currently pursuing studies. 

Twelve Master’s Degree awards have been 

granted to SLIATE scholars, and 04 persons 

have completed the Master’s Degree by now.  

4.6.5 Provision of funds by the Science 

and Technology Human Resource 

Development Project (STHRDP) 

Commencing in 2018, the project will continue 

until the year 2023. The Science and 

Technology Human Resource Development 

Project provides financial assistance of USD 

80,000.00 per one lecturer for postgraduate and 
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doctoral studies for the implementation of 

quality and advanced technical education 

programs. 

4.7 University World Ranking  

A webometric ranking system is used to 

evaluate Sri Lanka's position within the 

international higher education sector. When 

considering the rankings of all the universities 

in Sri Lanka, fluctuations can be seen in the rank 

of each institute. When comparing with the year 

2016, we can see that the top universities in 

terms of world ranking have further uplifted 

their rankings in the year 2024. 

Accordingly, among 19 State universities in Sri 

Lanka (including the Buddhist and Pali 

University of Sri Lanka and the Bhiksu 

University), the University of Colombo (1,591), 

the University of Peradeniya (2,016) and the 

University of Sri Jayewardenepura (2,190) have 

secured first, second and third places, 

respectively. Five institutes have upgraded their 

rankings compared to December 2023. Those 

are the University of Kelaniya, the University of 

Jaffna, the Sabaragamuwa University, Buddhist 

and Pali University and the Bhiksu University. 

31,657 institutes worldwide are ranked under 

the ‘Webometrics’ Ranking System. Of these, 

16,594 institutes are in the Asian region. 5,936 

institutes are from the South Asian Region.  Out 

of those, ten state universities in Sri Lanka are 

ranked in the first 5,000. Comparative 

information is given in 4.10. 

 

 

 

Table 4.10 – Comparative Details  

University  

South Asian 

Ranking 

December 

2023 

South 

Asian 

Ranking 

December 

2024 

Asian 

Ranking 

December 

2023 

Asian 

Ranking 

December 

2024 

World  

Ranking 

December 

2023 

World Ranking 

December 2023 

Colombo  46 52 473 413 1,487 1,591 

Peradeniya 83 93 666 562 1,978 2,016 

J’pura 92 114 693 624 2,043 2,190 

Ruhuna 153 165 883 781 2,534 2,664 

Moratuwa  158 199 893 862 2,553 2,899 

Kelaniya  201 208 1,069 884 3,001 2,963 

Rajarata  198 265 1,057 1,031 2,973 3,380 

Jaffna  281 277 1,360 1,070 3,666 3,496 

Sabaragamuwa  352 374 1,639 1,338 4,249 4,188 

Wayamba  376 443 1,721 1,521 4,442 4,686 

Eastern  444 523 2,040 1,774 5,206 5,416 

Open 478 564 2,214 1,946 5,617 5,896 

South Eastern 642 734 2,906 2,618 7,761 7,931 

Uwa Wellassa 625 747 2,858 2,658 7,604 8,055 

Visual and 

Performing Arts 
1,890 1,891 7,087 6,634 16,475 16,752 

Vavuniya  - 1,992 - 6,926 - 17,300 

Buddhist & Pali  2,496 2,298 8,738 7,750 19,515 18,924 

Bhiksu 3,454 3,059 10,738 9,307 23,186 21,970 

 (Source - Internet -webometrics university ranking) 
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05  
Efficiency And Effectiveness  

 

5.1 Overview 
o enhance the efficiency and productivity of graduates and diploma holders produced by the 

higher education system, it is necessary to enhance the efficiency and productivity of the 

academic and non-academic staff working in the system, as well as to improve the quality of 

employees at all levels of the Ministry, which will lead to maintaining the output of higher 

education at the desired level. 

Therefore, necessary steps have been taken to develop the capacities of academic and non-academic 

staff by filling staff vacancies promptly at the Ministry level, providing local and foreign training 

opportunities, providing various technical assistance and providing various services.

5.2 Employments in the Higher 

Education Sector 

Employees of the Higher Education Sector, 

which consists of the Ministry of Education, 

University Grants Commission and 17 

universities coming under its purview, 18 

Higher Education Institutes, Buddhist and Pali 

University and the Bhiksu University of Sri 

Lanka, which are coming under the purview of 

the ministry. The Sri Lanka Institute of 

Advanced Technological Education (SLIATE) 

plays a major role in enhancing the efficiency 

of this sector. Academic and Non-academic 

staff in 2023 and 2024 are given in Table 5.1.  

5.2.1   Academic Staff of the Higher 

Education Sector 

The entire academic staff of the Higher 

Education Sector, which includes the 

employees on a permanent and temporary basis, 

in the year 2024 is 10,277. The total number of 

academic staff that is serving in the Sri Lanka 

Institute of Advanced Technological Education 

(SLIATE) is 265. The Academic Staff at State 

Universities and Higher Education Institutes 

coming under UGC is given in Appendix C.  

Table 5.1 Current Staff of the Higher Education 

Sector  

Source: UGC, Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka, 

Bhiksu University of Sri Lanka, SLIATE  

T 

Institute  Academic 

(Permanent and 

temporary) 

Non-Academic 

Permanent and 

temporary) 

(2023) (2024) (2023) (2024) 

Universities/ 

Higher 

Education 

Institutes 

10,328 9,891 12,754 11,747 

UGC  10 4 217 216 

Buddhist and 

Pali University 

and the Bhiksu 

University Sri 

Lanka   

110 117 207 203 

SLIATE  277 265 556 563 

Ministry of 

Education  

(Higher 

Education 

Division) 

_  _ 210 197 

Total  10,725 10,277 13,944 12,926 
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Figure 5.1   : Composition of academic staff in the 

state universities and higher education institutes 

under UGC-2024 

Source: UGC, Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka, 

Bhiksu University, SLIATE 

The total number of academic staff serving in 

the Sri Lanka Institute of Advanced 

Technological Education (SLIATE) is 265.  It 

comprises 89 senior lecturers, 28 lecturers, 85 

assistant lecturers and 63 other academic 

support staff.  The highest number of academic 

staff members (43) are serving at the Galle 

Branch while the lowest number of academic 

staff members (02) are serving at the 

Nawalapitiya, Mannar, and Vavuniya branches.  

The Academic Staff at SLIATE is given in 

the Appendix C1.  

5.2.2 Approved Academic Staff, 

Vacancies and Appointments 

In the year 2024, the total number of vacancies 

in the academic cadre is 2,179. The actual 

number of academic cadre was 7,400 at the end 

of the year 2023 and it is 7,333 by the year 

2023. Nearly 48% of vacancies in the entire 

university system are covered by academic staff 

recruited temporarily. Details on the academic 

cadre and vacancies are given in Table 5.2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Table 5.2 Permanent Academic Cadre of the 

Higher Education Sector 

Institute Approved 

Cadre 

Vacancies Existing 

Cadre 

Universities 

and HEIs 

 

 

9,332 

 

 

2,048 

 

 

6,946 

UGC 4 0 4 

Sri Lanka 

Buddhist 

and Pali 

University  

80 23 57 

Bhiksu 

University  

66 5 61 

SLIATE  368 103 265 

Total  9,850 2,179 7,333 

Source: UGC, Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka, 

Bhiksu University of Sri Lanka, SLIATE  

5.2.3 Non-Academic Staff of the Higher 

Education Sector 

The entire non-academic staff in the higher 

education sector is 12,926. The non-academic 

staff at SLIATE is 563. The total number of 

non-academic staff serving at Sri Lanka 

Buddhist and Pali University, Bhiksu 

University of Sri Lanka, and the Ministry of 

Education (Higher Education Division) is 400. 

The Non-academic staff in state universities 

and Higher Education Institutes coming under 

UGC are given in Appendix C2.  

The non-academic staff in the SLIATE is given 

in Appendix C3. 

5.2.4 Approved Non-academic staff, 

vacancies and appointments  

The total number of non-academic employees 

in the year 2024 is 17,988. By the end of 2023, 

the actual cadre of non-academic staff was 

13,944.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15.90%,
Professors

0.28%, 
Associated …

37.36%,
Senior 

Lectures

28.06%, 
Lectures

19.22%,
Other academic 

staff
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Table 5.3 shows the details of non-academic 

staff and vacancies. 

 

Table 5.3 Number of permanent non-academic 

employees in the higher education sector and 

vacancies  

Source: UGC, Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka, 

Bhiksu University of Sri Lanka, SLIATE  

 

5.2.5 Cadre of the Ministry of Education 

(Higher Education Division) 
 

As of 31.12.2023, a total of 40 Development 

Officers from the permanent staff of the Higher 

Education Division were assigned to the 

University Grants Commission (UGC) and its 

affiliated institutions, including 08 universities. 

Among them, 36 officers were deployed to the 

universities under the UGC and the UGC itself, 

while 04 were placed at the Buddhist and Pali 

University of Sri Lanka and the Pali and 

Buddhist Postgraduate Institute under the 

Ministry. However, by 31.12.2024, this number 

had decreased to 31 due to several 

Development Officers leaving the Ministry for 

other job opportunities. Further details are 

provided below. 

 

Table 5.4 Deployment of Development Officers 

from the permanent staff of the Higher 

Education Division to the UGC and 08 

universities under its purview as of 31.12.2023 

 

University / HEI  As at 

31.12.2023 

As at 

31.12.2024 

UGC  6 4 

University of Sri 

Jayewardenepura  
4 4 

University of 

Ruhuna  
4 4 

University of 

Kelaniya  
1 1 

Sabaragamuwa 

University  
12 9 

Wayamba 

University  
4 4 

Gampaha 

Wickramarachchi 

University of 

Indigenous 

Medicine 

4 1 

Rajarata University  1 1 

Buddhist and Pali 

University of Sri 

Lanka 

3 3 

PGIBPS 1 0 

Total  40 31 

Source: Administration Branch (Ministry of Education, 

Higher Education and Vocational Education | Higher 

Education Division) 
 

The cadre of the Higher Education Division in 

the year 2023 was 210. Among them, 21 were 

executive officers, 3 were tertiary-level 

officers, 147 were secondary-level officers, and 

39 were primary-level officers. There were 66 

vacancies in 2023, increasing to 104 vacancies 

by the end of December 2024. The composition 

of the staff is illustrated in Figure 5.2. 

Figure 5.2 - Cadre composition of the Higher 

Education Division -2024 

 

Institute  Approved 

cadre  

Vacancies  Existing 

cadre  

Universities 

and HEIs 

16,351 

 

4,476 

 

11,875 

 

UGC  325 

 

108 217 

Sri Lanka 

Buddhist 

and Pali 

University 

142 

 

 

 

34 108 

 

Bhiksu 

University  

111 16 95 

Higher 

Education 

Division  

301 104 197 

SLIATE 758 195 563 

Total 17,988 4,933 13,055 

Executive

11% Teritary level

2%

Secondary 

level 67%

Primary 

level

20%
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University of Nursing, Sri Lanka and acquiring 

land for universities were carried out.  

 
Proposals for improving efficiency and 

effectiveness  

 

-Introduction of an efficient new computer 

system to replace the currently used system. 

-Identification of training requirements for 

officials and provision of opportunities to meet 

those needs. 

5.7 Measures that have been taken to 

improve efficiency and effectiveness of 

the Overseas Higher Education Division 

of the Higher Education Division  

Information about scholarship opportunities 

offered to Sri Lanka by foreign governments 

and educational institutions is advertised in 

all three languages through public 

newspapers and on our website 

(www.mohe.gov.lk). Applications are 

invited online, and students are selected 

through a formal and transparent process. 

 

5.7.1 Proposals for improving 

efficiency and effectiveness of the 

Overseas Education Division of the 

Higher Education Division 

 

• Development of human resources and 

infrastructure. 

• Identification of the training requirements of 

officers and providing opportunities for the 

same. 

5.8 The qualified opinion of the Auditor 

General regarding the financial 

statements of the Ministry of Education 

for the year ended 31 December 2023 in 

terms of Section 11(1) of the National 

Audit Act, No.19 of 2018. 

Head 126 - The audit of the financial statements 

of the Ministry of Education for the year ended 

31 December 2023 comprising the statement of 

financial position as at 31 December 2023 and 

the statement of financial performance and cash 

flow statement for the year that ended was 

carried out under my direction in pursuance of 

provisions in Article 154(1) of the Constitution 

of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 

Lanka read in conjunction with provisions of 

the National Audit Act, No.19 of 2018.  This 

report contains my comments and observations 

on the financial statements submitted to the 

Ministry of Education in accordance with 

Section 11(1) of the National Audit Act No. 19 

of 2018. In terms of Section 11(2) of the 

National Audit Act No. 19 of 2018, the Annual 

Detailed Management Audit Report will be 

issued to the Chief Accounting Officer in due 

course. The Audit Report will be tabled in 

Parliament in due course in pursuance of 

provisions in Article 154(6) of the Constitution 

of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 

Lanka to be read in conjunction with Section 10 

of the National Audit Act, No.19 of 2018.  

 

In my opinion, except for the effects of the 

matters described in paragraph 1.6 of this 

report, the financial statements give a true and 

fair view of the financial position of the 

Ministry of Education as of 31 December 2023, 

and its financial performance and cash flows for 

the year then ended in accordance with 

Generally Accepted Accounting Principles.   

 

5.8.1 Basis for Qualified Opinion 

My opinion is qualified based on the matters 

described in paragraph 1.6 of this report. I 

conducted my audit in accordance with Sri 

Lanka Auditing Standards (SLAuSs). My 

responsibility for the financial statements is 

further described in the Auditor’s 

Responsibilities Section. I believe that the audit 

evidence I have obtained is sufficient and 

appropriate to provide a basis for my opinion. 

 

 

http://www.mohe.gov.lk/
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  06 
Infrastructure Development 

6.1 Overview 

 country's higher education system plays a crucial role in bridging university students with 

the evolving world, particularly in technology, while fostering the human capital required to 

meet both domestic and global economic demands in the coming decades of the 21st century. 

As we progress in addressing the challenges of succeeding not just as a nation but on a global 

scale, the collective support of all stakeholders is crucial in shaping future plans for the 

development of primary, secondary, and tertiary education systems. In this context, the 

Ministry of Education (Higher Education Division) plays a key role in enhancing the efficiency and 

productivity of the higher education sector, developing university infrastructure, improving graduate 

employability by enhancing the quality of education, and fostering research and innovation. 

Simultaneously, university infrastructure should be enhanced to support students' academic activities 

and align with the specific requirements of their courses. 

 

6.2 Provisions for Development of 

Infrastructure  

Large percentage of the total annual capital 

provisions allocated to the state university 

system is assigned for infrastructure 

development. Within the allocation for 

infrastructure development, basically, 

acquisition of fixed assets, maintenance and 

provisions allocated for construction projects 

are included. Expenditure for acquisition of 

fixed assets is the expenditure incurred for 

procurement of office furniture, library books, 

IT tools, sports equipment and laboratory 

equipment etc. Provisions allocated for 

maintenance works are utilized for necessary 

maintenance work of the existing buildings as 

well as machinery.   

In 2024, 88% of the total capital allocation for 

the state higher education system has been 

designated for infrastructure development. This 

represents a 09% increase compared to the 79% 

allocated for infrastructure development in 

2023. By the end of the fourth quarter of 2024, 

the financial progress of the allocation for 

infrastructure development stands at 86%. The 

details of the allocation for infrastructure 

development and its progress are illustrated in 

Figure 6.1. 

 

A 

Figure 6.1: Provisions and expenditure for Infrastructure 

Development – 2024 (Source: University Reports as at 

31.12.2024)  
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6.3 Construction Projects 

In the year 2024, 75% of the allocation for 

infrastructure development, i.e. Rs. 22,214 

million, has been allocated for construction 

projects. The number of those construction 

projects is 73, and within that composition there 

are 35 on-going construction projects, 08 

construction completed projects in this year, 30 

construction projects of which final bills are to 

be settled. The estimated cost of those projects 

is Rs. 92,205 million. In the year 2023, Rs. 

17,240 million has been allocated for 

construction projects, and 86 projects were 

included under that.   
 

When allocating provisions for projects, 

priority has been given to the projects which are 

in line with the government’s major objective 

of increasing the number of students enrolled in 

Science, Medicine, Technology, and 

Engineering, and funds have been allocated for 

construction projects accordingly.  

 

Out of the provision allocated for construction 

projects in the year 2024, Rs. 8,366 million has 

been financed from local funds and the 

remaining provision of Rs. 13,848 million has 

been financed from foreign loans and grants. 

Financial provisions allocated for the Wayamba 

University Township Development Project, 

Science and Technology Human Resource 

Development Project, Constructing the 

Medical Faculty of the Sabaragamuwa 

University, Construction of a building complex 

for the Faculty of Health Care Sciences of 

Eastern University and the Construction of an 

Auditorium for the Swami Vipulananda 

Institute Batticaloa project are included as the 

construction projects implement under the 

foreign loans and grants. 

   

Projects of Constructing of a twelve Storied 

Building for the Medical Faculty of the 

University of Ruhuna, establishing a 

Professorial Unit at the Karapitiya Teaching 

Hospital for the Medical Faculty of the 

University of Ruhuna are mainly included in 

construction Projects under Budget proposal. 

As a new budget proposal, Rs.500 million was 

allocated in the year 2024 for the Project of 

Developing University of Peradeniya.  

 

By the fourth quarter of the year 2024, the 

financial progress of the provisions allocated 

for the entire construction projects is 87%. 

Tables 6.1 shows the composition of 

construction projects. Table 6.2 and table 6.3 

denote the provisions allocated for construction 

projects in 2024 under the UGC Head and the 

Head of Higher Education of the Ministry of 

Education. 

Table 6.1: Composition of Construction Projects – 2024  

(Source -University Reports as at 31.12.2024) 

 

 
No. of 

Projects  

Estimated 

Cost 

(Rs.Mn)  

Contract  

Amount 

(Rs.Mn) 

Cumulative 

Expenditure 

(Rs.Mn) 

Provisions 

(2024) 

(Rs.Mn) 

Expenditure 

(31.12.2024) 

(Rs.Mn) 

Projects of which final 

bills are to be settled  
30 18,798.93 21,704.23 17,100.95 1,764.61 1,763.45 

Constructions 

completed projects in 

the year 2024 

08 2,902.27 2,357.25 2,361.95 352.04 318.42 

Ongoing projects 2024 34 69,489.91 54,542.01 50,050.74 19,896.85 16,962.99 

New projects 

implemented in year 

2024 

01 1,014.00 - 200.00 200.00 200.00 

Total 73 92,205.11 78,603.49 69,713.64 22,213.50 19,244.86 



 
Ministry of Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education| Higher Education Division                                                                                                                                                 

 

45 
  Progress Report - 2024 

 
 

 

Table 6.2: Receipt and Disbursement of Provisions for Construction Projects under UGC Head – 2023 

and 2024        

 

(Source – University Reports on Construction Projects as at 30.09.2023 and 31.12.2024)  

 

 

 

University/ 

Institute 

30.09.2023                                  31.12.2024 

No. of 

Projects  
Provisions  

Expenditure 

(Rs.Mn)    
% 

No. of 

Projects 

Provisions 

(Rs.Mn)  

Expenditure 

(Rs.Mn)  
% 

Peradeniya 13 258 230 89 07 180 180 100 

Colombo 04 255 168 66 03 57 57 100 

Jayewardenepura 02 400 400 100 03 697 697 100 

Kelaniya 01 113 100 89 01 200 178 89 

Moratuwa 07 231 81 35 07 320 270 84 

Ruhuna 01 100 90 90 01 60 60 100 

Jaffna  02 152 150 99 01 160 160 100 

Eastern 01 36 - - 01 70 70 100 

Rajarata 03 185 170 92 05 295 185 63 

Sabaragamuwa 05 190 93 49 03 285 285 100 

South Eastern 02 107 86 80 02 126 99 79 

Wayamba 11 93 61 66 04 122 103 84 

Visual & 

Performing Arts  
02 120 120 100 02 120 117 98 

Uwa Wellassa  04 122 91 75 03 216 193 89 

Open University - - - - 01 36 36 100 

Vavuniya 

University 
01 130 76 59 01 120 113 94 

Trincomalee 

Campus 
03 112 48 43 03 240 232 97 

PGIBPS 01 100 87 87 01 22 22 100 

Budget Proposal 

Projects 

(Including 

Technological 

Faculties) 

09 975 636 15 10 565 565 100 

New Budget 

Proposals   

(Construction of 

the Faculty of 

Medicine  Uwa 

Wellassa 

University ) 

01 200 - - - - -  

Total  73 3,879 2,687 69 59 3,891 3,622 93 
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Table 6.3: Provisions for Construction Projects under Ministry Head – 2024 

(Source – University reports on Construction Projects  as at 31.12.2024 ) 

6.3.1 - Construction works completed 

projects in the year 2024 

Construction works of 08 construction projects 

that commenced in previous years have been 

completed by the fourth quarter of 2024.  Due 

to recent unforeseen circumstances in the 

country, including the ongoing financial crisis, 

construction could not be completed as 

planned, and several projects planned for 

completion in 2024 could not be completed as 

scheduled. 
 

The Ministry held progress review meetings 

with relevant stakeholders to address the 

challenges faced by contractors due to the 

country's unforeseen circumstances. As a 

result, agreements were made with various 

stakeholders to resolve many issues, leading to 

significant progress through the 

implementation of future activities. 

 

The List of Projects of which constructions 

were completed in this year is given in 

Appendix D.  
 

 

 

 

 

 Accelerating Higher Education 

Expansion and Development 

(AHEAD) Project 
 

The total loan for this project, funded by the 

World Bank, was USD 100 million. The project 

commenced in 2019 and concluded on 

December 31, 2023, with a liability period 

extending until June 30, 2024. Rs. 762.58 

million was allocated for the final payment of 

the project for the year 2024, and Rs. 762.38 

million of this allocation has been spent as of 

31.12.2024. Under the first outcome-based 

component of the project, Rs. 3,840.41 million 

has been allocated for civil works, while an 

additional Rs. 1,912.53 million has been set 

aside to increase the number of students 

enrolled in science, technology, engineering, 

and mathematics (STEM) departments at 

universities each year. Under that, provisions 

were allocated to the University of Sri 

Jayewardenepura, Wayamba University, 

University of Colombo, University of 

Peradeniya, University of Ruhuna, University 

of Jaffna and the SLIATE.   

Few images of the construction projects 

implemented under the AHEAD Project are 

given below.  

University/ Institute 

No. of 

Projects 

Provisions 

(Rs.Mn) 

 

Expenditure 

( Rs.Mn)  

 

% 

Bhiksu 01 150 21 14 

Buddhist & Pali 01 47 35 75 

Projects implemented under foreign loans and 

grants  

06 15,490 12,962 84 

Budget Proposal Projects 06 2,636 2,620 99 

Provisions for Construction Projects 14 18,323 15,638 85 

Repayment of local loan installments taken for the 

Construction of Pre-Clinical Building Complex of 

the University of Colombo 

 1,850 1,463 79 

Total  14 20,173 17,101 85 
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Figure 6.4: Department of Nano-Science 

Technology, Faculty of Technology, Wayamba 

University  

 

Figure 6.4: SLIATE- ATI Mannar  

 

6.3.2 - On-going Construction 

Projects 

The number of projects that have commenced 

construction before 2024 is 34. A financial 

provision of Rs. 19,897 million has been 

allocated for these projects in 2024, with an 

estimated cost of Rs. 69,490 million. The 

financial progress of this allocation as of the 

fourth quarter of 2024 is Rs. 16,963 million. 

The details of a few projects with an estimated 

cost of over Rs 1,000 million are given below. 

The list of ongoing projects is given in 

Appendix D1. 

 

 

 

 

 Construction of the Building Complex 

for the Faculty of Health Care 

Sciences – Eastern University of Sri 

Lanka  

The total estimated cost of the project is Rs. 

5,480 million and Rs. 2,507 million has been 

allocated only  for constructions. The project is 

being implemented under a loan from the 

Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development. 

Upon completion of this project, the Faculty 

will be able to enroll 100 students annually for 

the Medical Degree, 70 for the Nursing Degree, 

20 for the Pharmacological Degr,ee and 20 for 

the Public Health Degree. It is planned to 

establish the following 03 Departments of 

Study under this Faculty.  

I. Department of Primary Health Care 

Services and Department of Medical 

Education 

II. Department of Clinical Sciences and 

Department of Supplementary Medical 

Studies 

III. Department of Human Biology and 

Department of Pathology 

 

 Science and Technology Human 

Resource Development Project 
 

Science and Technology Human Resource 

Development (STHRD) project financed by 

Asian Development Bank will support the 
government of Sri Lanka to develop Applied 

Science and Technology faculties of the 

University of Kelaniya, Rajarata University of 

Sri Lanka, Sabaragamuwa University of Sri 

Lanka and University of Sri Jayewardenepura 

to nurture a new breed of technology-oriented 

graduates equipped with market-relevant skills 

and entrepreneurial spirit.   

The project will provide innovative technology 

and industry-relevant education and research 

facilities, help quality curriculum design and 

academic staffing aligned with industry and 

foreign university collaboration scheme, and 
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capacity development opportunities.  The 

project also includes a component to support 

the government in preparing a new proposed 

higher education project. 

The total estimated cost of this project is Rs. 

26,400 million. (US $ 165 million) out of which 

an amount of Rs. 23,200 million is under an 

Asian Development Bank loan and the balance 

is under local funds. This project was initiated 

in 2018 and is currently ongoing. Upon the 

completion of these new faculties, it will be 

feasible to enroll 1,460 students for a single 

academic year starting in 2023. A significant 

portion of the project fund has been allocated to 

construction work. Table 6.4 illustrates the 

progress of the construction works. 

Images of the Construction projects 

implemented under the Science and 

Technology Human Resources Development 

are given below. 

Figure 6.3: Design and construction of buildings and infrastructure in the Faculty of Computer Technology, 

University of Kelaniya 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6.4: Design and construction of buildings and infrastructure facilities for the Faculty of Technology, 

Sabaragamuwa University 
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Table 6.4: Construction of Faculties under the Science and Technology Human Resources Development 

Project  

* With price escalations  

(Source -University reports 31.12.2024 )

 Wayamba University Township 

Development Project (WUTDP)  

 
The Project is funded by the Saudi Fund for 

Development (SFD), and the total amount of 

the proceeds of the loan is SAR 105 million 

which has been distributed under the categories 

of Civil Works and Equipment, Consultancy 

Services, and Unallocated as Rs. 85 million, 12 

million and 08 million, respectively.  

 

An amount of Rs. 2,470.72 million has been 

allocated for the current financial year and the 

expenditure by 31.12.2024 is Rs. 1,791.16 

million and the cumulative expenditure is 

Rs.5,560.48 million Rupees. 
 

The civil works of the Project comprises of the 

following two main components: 

 

The following academic facilities and 

infrastructure development activities have been 

proposed, and construction work is currently 

underway at the Kuliyapitiya and Makandura 

Premises, from the loan received by the Saudi 

Fund for Development. 

01. Construction of the Proposed Building 

Complex at Kuliyapitiya Premises  

(05 locations, 07 buildings + Road 

development) 

 

 Township Facility Center (02 Storied) 

 Business Development Center (04 

Storied) 

 Library building (04 Storied) 

 Academic Staff Quarters (04 Storied) 

 Executive Staff Quarters including 

Daycare Centre (04 Storied) 

 Non-Academic Staff Quarters (04 

Storied) 

 Circuit Bungalow (02 Storied) 

 Public Square Development (Main 

Entrance, Secondary Entrance, 3 Nos. 

bus halts, Road shoulder works)  

 

02. Construction of the Proposed Building 

Complex at Makandura Premises (06 

buildings + Entrance Gateway) 

 

 Township Facility Center (02 Storied) 

 Multi Designated Centre (05 Storied) 

 Academic Staff Quarters (05 Storied) 

 Executive Staff Quarters (02 Storied) 

Faculty Building  
Estimated 

Cost (Rs.Mn)  

Contract 

Awarding 

(Rs.Mn)   

*Accumulated 

Cost (Rs. Mn)  

(31.12.2024)  

 

Physical 

Progress %  

Faculty of Technology, 

Kelaniya 
4,079.60 4,651.13 4,440.39 

100 

Faculty of Technology, 

Sabaragamuwa 
1,941.50 2,547.14 2,499.16 

100 

Faculty of Engineering, Sri 

Jayewardenepura 
4,189.20 4,808.26 4,621.49 

81 

Faculty of Technology, 

Rajarata 
2,933.70 5,502.73 5,286.78 

100 

Faculty of Technology, 

Moratuwa 
844.00 597.30 344.97 

70 

Total  13,988.00 18,106.56 17,192.79 
 



 
Ministry of Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education| Higher Education Division                                                                                                                                                 

 

50 
  Progress Report - 2024 

 
 

 

 Non-Academic Staff Quarters (03 

Storied) 

 Daycare Centre (02 Storied) 

 Entrance Gateway   

Below are some photographs of the 

construction projects being implemented under 

the Wayamba University Township 

Development Project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Project of Constructing a 12 Storied 

Building for the Faculty of Medicine, 

University of Ruhuna 

 

The total cost of this project, which is being 

implemented on a budget proposal of the year 

2017, is Rs. 1,179 million, and Rs. 264.5 

million has been allocated for the year 2024 for 

the project which covers an area of 8,199 square 

meters. The cumulative expenditure as at 

31.12.2024 is Rs. 1,255.86 million. Due to the 

low progress in the construction work of the 

project, the first contract agreement was 

canceled on 23.12.2019 and the new contract of 

the project was awarded on 09.07.2020, and 

with that the accumulated physical progress as 

at 31.12.2024 is 58.5%.  It is proposed to 

gradually increase the number of medical 

students to be admitted after the completion of 

the project, from 160 to 200 over the course of 

4 years, with an increase of 10 students per 

year. 

 

Below is a photograph of the project to 

construct a twelve-story building for the 

Faculty of Medicine at the University of 

Ruhuna. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6.9: Project of constructing a 12 storied 

building for the Faculty of Medicine, 

University of Ruhuna 

 

 Figure 6.8: Library Building, Wayamba 

University of Sri Lanka, Kuliyapitiya 

Premisses 

 

 Figure 6.8: Multi-Purpose Building, 

Wayamba University of Sri Lanka, 

Makandura Premisses 
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 Project of constructing a 

Professorial Unit for the Faculty of 

Medicine, University of Ruhuna 

 

The total cost of the project, which is being 

implemented as per a budget proposal for 2018, 

is Rs. 1,300 million and the total area of the 

building is 110,655.6 square feet. With the 

implementation of this project, it is expected to 

increase the facilities for obtaining 

postgraduate degrees in the field of medical 

education, to develop the necessary 

infrastructure, laboratories and physical 

resources for academic activities.  Rs. 730 

million has been allocated for construction for 

the year 2024. 

 

A photograph of the project to construct a 

professorial unit building for the Faculty of 

Medicine at the University of Ruhuna is given 

below.  

 

6.3.3. Projects of which final bills are to 

be settled 

The list of projects of which the final bills are 

to be settled in the year 2024 is given in 

Appendix D2.  

 

6.4 Procurement Activities  
 

This year, the Higher Education Division, on 

behalf of universities and higher education 

institutions, has awarded a Rs. 844 million 

contracts through the Ministry Procurement 

Committee to construct a building complex for 

the Faculty of Medicine at the University of 

Moratuwa under the Science and Technology 

Human Resource Development Project. 

Additionally, the Higher Education Division 

has not initiated any procurement activities for 

universities and higher education institutes 

during this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6.10: Project of constructing a 

Professorial Unit for the Faculty of 

Medicine, University of Ruhuna 
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07 
 Research, Innovation, 

Commercialization & National 

Development Activities 
 

7.1  Overview 
 

echnological innovations are driving a nation's development at an ever-accelerating pace and 

is crucial to harness these advancements and the outcomes of research generated within the 

country. Accordingly, conducting meaningful research is a fundamental responsibility 

entrusted to university students. Today, most scholars in the university system are actively 

involved in both basic and applied research. These efforts have resulted in the creation of 

innovative products, the commercialization of certain goods, contributions to national development 

initiatives, and solutions to various social challenges. Moreover, such research has elevated the 

international rankings of universities and scholars, significantly enhancing their reputation. 
 

7.2 Allocation of Provisions for Research 

Activities. 
 

In 2024, the government has allocated Rs.892.5 

Mn from capital expenditure for research 

activities. Of this amount, Rs.676.34Mn has 

already been spent, with Rs.309Mn allocated to 

the University Grants Commission and Rs.583.5 

Mn allocated to the Ministry Budget Head. This 

allocation comes from foreign loans and grants, 

as well as GOSL funds. Table 7.1 shows the 

breakdown of the capital allocation and 

expenditure. 
 

Table 7.1 Capital Provisions and Expenditure as at 

12.31.2024 

 

 

 

 

An amount of Rs.3,267.10Mn has been allocated 

for research allowances for both academic and 

non-academic staff in the University system to 

conduct research activities under the recurrent 

provisions. Out of this amount, Rs.2,644.60Mn 

has been utilized, which accounts for 81% of the 

total allocation. You can find the details of the 

allocated amount and its utilization in Table 7.2. 

 

Table 7.2 Recurrent Provisions and Expenditure as at 

12.31.2024 

 

 

T 

Institute 
Allocation 

(Rs.Mn) 

Expenditu

re (Rs.Mn) 

(%) 

UGC 309 164 53 

M
in

is
tr

y
 

Bhiksu 4.0  3.8  95 

Foreign 

Projects 

579.5 508.4 87 

Total 892.5 676.34 75.7 

 

A
ll

o
ca

t

io
n

*
 

(R
s.

M
n

) 

E
x

p
en

d

it
u

re
 

(R
s.

M
n

) 

P
ro

g
re

ss
 (
%
) 

 UGC 3,126 2,518 80.5 

M
in

is
tr

y
 Bhiksu 21.3 9.1 42.7 

Buddhist & 

Pali 

             21.5 21.4 99.5 

SLIATE 98.3 96.1 97.7 

Total 3,267.10 2,644.60 81 

(Source: University Grants Commission, Sri Lanka Bhikshu 

University, Foreign Projects) 

 

(Source: University Grants Commission, Buddhist and Pali 

University, Sri Lanka Bhikshu University, Sri Lanka 

Institute of Advanced Technology)                   
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7.3 Progress of the Research Projects 

under the Foreign Funds 
 

 Rs.579.5Mn of foreign funds has been allocated 

for the research projects implemented under 

foreign funds and details in that regard are given 

in Table 7.3. 

 
Table 7.3 Cost of the Research Projects Implemented 

under Foreign Funds as at 12.31.2024 

 

 

( Source: Accounts Report of the Ministry)  

 

 

 

7.3.1. Strengthening Research, 

Development, Innovation, and 

Commercialization (RDIC) in the 

university system under the Accelerating 

Higher Education Expansion and 

Development (AHEAD) Operation 

funded by the World Bank – Results Area 

3 

The objective of this results area is to develop a 

culture of research, development, innovation, 

and commercialization (RDIC) in universities. 

RDIC activities are an extremely important next 

step in the development of higher education in 

the country.  

To develop RDIC in the university system, 

Development-Oriented Research (DOR), 

Research and Innovation Commercialization 

(RIC), and Innovation Commercialization 

Enhancement (ICE) projects were awarded 

under the AHEAD operation. 

 

A total of 40 RDIC projects were awarded 

competitively to universities under round 1 

namely, 9 ICE, 13 RIC, and 18 DOR projects. A 

total of 49 RDIC projects were awarded to 

universities during round 2, namely 15 RIC and 

34 DOR projects. 

 

As stated above under seven competitive funding 

schemes and 2 rounds of funding 89 university 

research projects were funded from 2018 to 2023. 

The total financial allocation for results area 3 of 

AHEAD is 16% of the total cost of the operation. 

Online proposal submissions and evaluation 

systems were used for the first time by the 

Ministry of Education, Sri Lanka when awarding 

these research projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Rs.Mn 

A
ll

o
ca

ti
o

n
 

E
x

p
e
n

d
it

u
r
e 

P
r
o
g

re
ss

 %
 

Accelerating Higher 

Education Expansion 

and Development 

Project -AHEAD  

14.50 14.46 99.7 

Science & Technology 

Human Resources 

Development Project  

445 439 98.6 

Foreign aid for 

university research 

activities  

120 55 45.8 

Total 579.5 508.46 87.74 
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Strengthening RDIC at Universities 

Summary of Round 1 & Round 2 Projects Awarded to Universities: A total of 79 projects. This is denoted 

in Figure 7.1. 

Figure 7.1: Strengthening Research, Development, Innovation and Commercialization (RDIC) in Universiti
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Source: Accelerate Higher Education Development Expansion and Development (AHEAD) Project  

 

 

The outputs and outcomes of all 79 projects were showcased to the Ministry of Finance, Ministry of 

Education, University Grants Commission, Universities, commercial partners, and other stakeholders 

on December 15th, 2023, where over 300 guests witnessed the RDIC contribution.  

The news item from this initiative can be accessed from the link below. 

 

  https://youtu.be/zsClBe4Pmss?si=TKUVE65VSeHNXwU5 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

University 

 

 

Number of ICE & 

RIC projects 

Number of DOR 

projects 

Total expenditure 

(LKR million) 

Total number of 

projects 

achieved 80% of 

promised indicators 

CMB 4 6 309.56 10 

EUSL 1 2 60.32 1 

MRT 7 5 402.83 10 

OUSL 1 2 124.84 2 

PDN 5 6 396.55 10 

RUH 3 3 215.96 6 

RUSL 2 5 246.55 7 

SEUSL 1 1 46.88 2 

SUSL 5 4 307.00 7 

UoJ 1 3 124.09 4 

UoK 2 3 136.56 4 

UoSJ 4 2 194.19 6 

UVPA 0 2 49.64 1 

UWU 0 3 89.17 3 

WUSL 1 5 206.03 6 

Total 37 52 2910.17 79 

Table 7.4 Details of ICE/RIC/DR projects won by different universities 

 

https://youtu.be/zsClBe4Pmss?si=TKUVE65VSeHNXwU5
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 Summary of Achievement from University ICE/RIC/DOR 
   

Table 7.5 Summary of Achievement from University ICE/RIC/DOR 

 
KPI Total 

Number of working papers published 56 

Number of communications (abstract) accepted 854 

Number of papers presented in national conferences/symposia 114 

Number of papers presented in international conferences/symposia 279 

Number of research publications published in peer-reviewed national journals 119 

Number of research publications published in peer-reviewed internationally indexed journals 310 

Number of research publications as books or monographs published by reputed national publishers 26 

Number of research publications as books or monographs published by reputed international publishers 17 

Number of national patents accepted (submitted) 112 

Number of international accepted (submitted) 11 

Number of industrial designs accepted (submitted) 37 

Number of national copyright applications accepted (submitted) (e.g. software) 46 

Number of international copyright applications accepted (submitted) (e.g. software) 19 

Number of national trademarks accepted (submitted) 30 

Number of international trademarks accepted (submitted) 9 

Number of Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) accepted 17 

Number of license agreements signed 62 

Number of assignments of IP signed 7 

Number of products in the market (including those with a possibility to come to the market) 109 

Number of industry-university linkages (MOU or agreements) for research commercialization 125 

 

(Source: Project to Accelerate Higher Education Expansion and Development (AHEAD) 
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Summary of individual projects and the details of the achieved indicators were published 
in: AHEAD, (2023). Accelerating Invention and valorization of research in universities. AHEAD 

Operation, Ministry of Education. ISBN 978-955-28-0090-0 Social Sciences (submitted in 2023) 

 

Strengthening Research, Development, Innovation and Commercialization (RDIC) in 

Non-State Higher Education Institutes.  

 
Table 7.6  Details of RIC/DOR projects won by 6 NSHEIs. 

 

Non-state HEI Number of RIC 

projects 

Number of DOR 

projects 

Total expenditure 

(LKR million) 

Total number of 

projects achieved 80% 

of the promised 

indicators 

CINEC 0 2 19.69 2 

Horizon 0 1 9.97 1 

KIU 0 1 9.52 1 

Saegis 0 1 7.83 1 

SANASA 0 1 9.30 1 

SLIIT 1 5 61.47 6 

Total 1 11 117.78 12 

 

 ( Source: Accelerate Higher Education Development Expansion and Development (AHEAD) Project)  

 

 

 RIC / DOR at Non-State Higher Education Institutes  

 
  Table 7.7 Summary of Achievement from  RIC/DOR by Non-State Higher Education Institutes  

 

KPI Total 

Number of working papers published 12 

Number of communications (abstract) accepted 102 

Number of papers presented in national conferences/symposia 10 

Number of papers presented in international conferences/symposia 48 

Number of research publications published in peer-reviewed national journals 14 

Number of research publications published in peer-reviewed internationally indexed journals 57 

Number of research publications as books or monographs published by reputed national publishers 3 
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Number of research publications as books or monographs published by reputed international publishers 2 

Number of national patents accepted (submitted) 3 

Number of international accepted (submitted) 1 

Number of industrial designs accepted (submitted) 3 

Number of national copyright applications accepted (submitted) (e.g. software) 1 

Number of international copyright applications accepted (submitted) (e.g. software) 3 

Number of national trademarks accepted (submitted) 4 

Number of international trademarks accepted (submitted) 7 

Number of Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) accepted 0 

Number of license agreements signed 1 

Number of assignments of IP signed 0 

Number of products in the market (including those with a possibility to come to the market) 3 

Number of industry-university linkages (MOU or agreements) for research commercialization 3 

Source: Accelerate Higher Education Development Expansion and Development (AHEAD) Project  

 

Summary of individual projects and achieved indicators were published in: 

AHEAD, (2023) Improving Research and Innovation at Non-State HEIs: A pilot study with 6 Non-

State HEIs. AHEAD operation, Ministry of Education. ISBN 978-955-28-0089-

Postgraduate Training Through Research 

The registration or completion of 

postgraduate degrees was not a performance 

indicator under AHEAD RA 3 projects. This 

was done deliberately as tying up the 

completion of a postgraduate program to 

performance-based financing can lead to 

pressuring the examiners to award the degree 

even if the work is not satisfactory. However, 

AHEAD collected the information below to 

show the value of the investmen

Table 7.8 Value of the investment 

 Ph.D. registration M.Phil. registration M.Sc. registration 

University ICE/RIC/DOR 39 103 15 

NSHEI RIC/DOR 0 6 0 

 
(Source: Accelerate Higher Education Development Expansion and Development (AHEAD) Project) 
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Under DOR projects, graduates registering for 

postgraduate programs were encouraged. As 

ICE/RIC projects are connected to 

commercialization, it was not mandatory to 

register for a postgraduate program since 

publishing a thesis could lead to providing 

confidential information to the public before 

protecting IP rights. Completion of a 

postgraduate program is a downstream benefit 

of AHEAD. 

 

RA3.Program Development Objective 

for RA3 (DLI 6) 
 

Program Development Objective (PDO 5) 

which is similar to the Disbursement Linked 

Indicator (DLI 6) is connected to the success 

of DOR, RIC, and ICE projects. All 

Disbursement Linked Results have been 

achieved and exceeded as shown below 

which was verified by a Third-Party 

Verification team.  

Disbursement Linked Indicator Six (DLI 6) 

verification for 2022/23 which was 

conducted by the Sri Lanka Association for 

the Advancement of Education gave the 

following information. 

It was also noted that out of 101 projects 

 Total ICE/RIC DOR projects achieving 

more than 80% of the indicator target: 91 

 

 59 projects have achieved 100% or more of 

promised outcome indicators 

 

 32 projects have achieved 80-99% of 

promised outcome indicators 

 

 08 projects have achieved 50- 79% of 

promised outcome indicators 
 

 01 projects have achieved less than 0% of 

promised outcome indicators and 
 

 One could not be verified. 
 

The wealth of new knowledge created through 

these research projects is documented in 429 full 

papers published and 1,247 conference papers 

presented during the project period. The number 

of research publications as books or monographs 

published by reputed national publishers and 

international publishers are 26 and 17 

respectively. 

Transferring Benefits of University 

Research to Industry and Society 
 

 

 

The systematic establishment of the 

University Business Linkage (UBL) Cells in 

all 15 universities was done by the AHEAD 

operation, by carefully following their 

development through a UBL scorecard. UBLs 

will support the commercial exploitation of 

research outcomes while managing the 

Intellectual Property (IP) created within the 

university. It is important to note that these 

UBLs will support the commercialization of 

research arising from AHEAD-funded 

research as well as non-AHEAD-funded 

research. 

 

The development followed a scorecard where 

actions were divided into 4 phases as given 

below. 

⮚ Phase 1: Establishment of core UBL Cell 

⮚ Phase 2: Identification of the internal     

      R&D strength and equip the UBL 

⮚ Phase 3: Operationalization of UBL cells    

      with external parties 

⮚ Phase 4: Outcome of UBL cells 
 

Development of University Business Linkage 

(UBL) 

Various efforts have been made by 

Universities in Sri Lanka to transfer technology 

and knowledge created within universities for the 

benefit of society. However, there were no 

central offices in Sri Lankan universities to 

manage IP and to give the support required by 

the academics to make use of their research for 

public benefit. 

The objective of this study is to identify the 

extent to which the establishment of University 

Business Linkage (UBL) cell in each university 

enhances the university- industry interaction and 

stimulate innovation. These UBLs will help to 

transfer the knowledge and technology 

developed by universities to the 

society/industry. The development followed 4 

phases based on the scorecard developed by 

Accelerating Higher Education Expansion and 

Development (AHEAD) operation. 
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Achievements from UBL and Hel-SL 

Cells 

AHEAD, (2023) Recognizing successful 

commercialization efforts of university 

research through UBLs. AHEAD operation, 

Ministry of Education ISBN 978-955-28-0087-0 

 No. of research agreements/MOU with the 

private sector: 113 

 No. of license agreements with the 

      private sector: 84 

 

 No. of products in the market: 48 

 

 No. of local patents filed at NIPO: 228 

 
 

 No. of other types of IP: 124 

 

 No. of Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) 

filing: 22 

 

Research and Innovation to  

International Stage 
 
 

Several activities have been initiated under 

AHEAD RA3 to take Sri Lankan inventions 

to the international stage. 

 

 

1. Search the available knowledge in the world 

to avoid repetition of research:  

2. Generating invention evaluation reports 

and filing Patent Corporation Treaty (PCT) 

applications under WIPO: IP Consultancy 

awarded to F.J. & G. de Saram and 

Clarivate Analytics India Private Limited. 

 

3. Providing Freedom to Operate (FTO) 

Search Reports: Consultancy awarded to 

Clarivate Analytics India Private Limited 

 
 

4. Licensing Partner Scouting to find foreign 

licensees 

Eight inventions from eight different 

universities were selected for this 

consultancy based on the ISR report or the 

invention evaluation report. 

 

5. International exposure to UBLs: Arranged 

training with the World Intellectual 

Property Organization and US Department 

of Commerce, Commercial Law 

Development Program CLDP) without 

taking funds  

from AHEAD.

Table 7.9 Innovations and Universities which invented those  

 

 

(Source: Accelerate Higher Education Development Expansion and Development (AHEAD) Project) 

 

Technology University 

Addressable data communication University of Kelaniya 

Reconfigurable convolution neural network processor University of Ruhuna 

Intelligent camera University of Moratuwa 

Automated lightning protection and early warning system University of Colombo 

Cement Admixture for Corrosion Resistance Eastern University, Sri Lanka 

Portable Auto Emissions Monitor University of Jaffna 

Fiber Optic Sensors for land characteristic system Uva Wellassa University 

Container management system CINEC Campus 
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Figure 7.2: Addressable data communication - University of Kelaniya 

 

 

This system is highly customizable and not restricted to a particular application. Moreover, this 

system overcomes existing problems in IoT systems, such as discontinuation in communication 

during an internet or cloud server failure. 

 

Figure 7.3: Reconfigurable convolution neural network processor - University of Ruhuna 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the past few decades, scientists discovered a method to develop Artificial Neural Networks (ANNs) 

that mimic the biological brain. Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) are regularly used for the 

categorization and machine vision tasks of these ANNs. 
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Figure 7.4: Intelligent camera -  University of Moratuwa  

During the last two decades, surveillance cameras (CCTV) have evolved from devices used primarily 

in high security zones to a commoditized product used by a wide spectrum of users for various 

monitoring purposes: large retail stores, roads, smart cities, and homes. But, without human operators 

the usefulness of CCTV is questionable in the absence of video analytic processing. 

 

Schematic diagram of the system 

7.3.2. Science & Technology Human 

Resources Development Project (ADB 

Loan) – STHRDP 
 

Output 03 of the STHRD project is 

implemented to strengthen industry linkages 

and foster international collaboration, with an 

estimated budget of USD 6 million allocated for 

this task. under this output, the Project 

Implementation Units (PIUs) of the 

participating faculties; FOC&T at UOK, FOT 

at SUSL, FOT at  RUSL and FOE at USJP have 

established partnerships with industry partners 

and universities to support research and 

development activities. Both university-

university partnerships and university-industry 

collaborations are integral to the research 

component of the project. Universities, in 

collaboration with their partners, have 

established partnership to focus on the 

following: 
 

(1) Addressing industry challenges or 

developing innovative products and 

services. 

 

 

 

 

(2) Meeting industry demand in technology-

related areas to enhance students' 

employability and support skill upgrading 

for existing workers. 

(3) Promoting new models of collaboration 

between academia and industry.  
 

Additionally, the PIUs have forged partnerships 

with renowned foreign universities in areas 

such as: 
 

a. Faculty and student exchange programs. 
 

b. Innovative teaching and learning practices 

in higher education. 
 

c. Joint research activities, particularly in 

industry-relevant fields. 
 

The project provides grants to support 

competitively selected proposals evaluated by a 

Technical Evaluation Committee established 

by the Ministry. The progress of these grants 

will be assessed biannually by the same 

committee Details of the financial progress are  

provided in Table 7.10 
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Table 7.10 Progress of the Awarding Research Proposal – STHRDP as at 31.12.2024 

 

 
 

7.4 Patents obtained in the year 

2023 

State universities have filed 30 patents in 2023 

for obtaining approval at a national level.  The 

University of Kelaniya has filed 7 licenses, 

University of Sri Jayewardenepura has filed 6 

licenses, The University of Moratuwa and 

University of Rajarata filed 03 licenses,    

State universities have received national level 

approval for 10 national level patents and 04 

international level approvals. The detailed 

report is given in Appendix E. 

 

 

7.5. Research Project 

Implemented on Budget 

Proposal 2024 

As part of the 2024 budget proposal, the 

Ministry has allocated Rs. 40 million to 

establish a state-of-the-art research laboratory 

at the Faculty of Medical Sciences, University 

of Sri Jayewardenepura. 

 

 

7.5.1 Establishment of a state-of-the-art 

research laboratory at the Faculty of 

Medical Sciences, University of Sri 

Jayewardenepura. 

The estimated cost of the project is Rs. 850 

million, with Rs. 40 million allocated under the 

Ministry's funds as part of the 2024 budget 

proposal.  

The procurement of all medical equipment has 

now been completed. 

Project progress   

 When the Ministry of Health faced 

challenges in conducting PCR tests, the 

University of Sri Jayewardenepura 

utilized this equipment to perform PCR 

and antibody tests during 2020 and 2021, 

offering a swift response to the 

pandemic. Notably, the first Sri Lankan 

COVID-19 patient was identified in a 

laboratory. Additionally, the university 

provided support and training to help 

establish several PCR laboratories within 

the Ministry of Health. 

 

Competitive 

Grant 

Scheme-

Awarded 

Grants 

 Industry 

Partner 

ships 

Amou

nt 

LKR  

University 

Partnershi

ps-Inter 

University 

–Inter 

faculty  

Amount 

LKR  

 Internatio

nal 

University 

Partnersh

ips 

Amoun

t LKR 

Total 

awarded  

LKR 

Cumulat

ive 

financial 

progress 

LKR  

University of 

Kelaniya – 

Round 1-3 

2 42.22 4 332.71  0 - 374.93 64.95 

Sabaragamu

wa University 

of SL 

Round 2-3 

- - 4 75.84  2 389.87 465.71 239.99 

University of 

Sri 

Jayewardene

pura 

Round 1-3 

5 47.31 8 428.23  1 169.90 645.44 121.09 

Rajarata 

University of 

SL 

Round 1-3 

2 245.41 3 206.39  2 385.89 837.69 107.19 

Total  

 

9 334.94 19 1,043.17  5 945.66 2,323.77 533.22 

Rs.Mn 
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 Allergy testing services have been 

initiated and more than 5000 

consultations have been conducted. 

(Including services) 

 In Vitro Diagnostics: Performing 

advanced laboratory-based allergy tests. 

 Skin Prick Tests: Performing on-site 

rapid allergy diagnostics. 
 

Identifying various types of allergies on 

individuals. 

Providing nationwide allergy diagnosis 

services using the equipment acquired through 

this grant, and identifying the cause of allergies 

in patients with severe allergies. (This is the 

only installation in South Asia.) 

 

1. Anaphylaxis: Diagnosis of severe 

allergic reactions. 

 

2. Food allergies: Testing for common 

and rare food allergies. 
 

 

3. Respiratory allergies: Diagnosis of 

pollen, dust, and other inhalant 

allergens. 

 

4. Occupational allergies: Diagnosis of 

work-related allergies. 
 

 

5. Drug allergies: Testing for adverse 

reactions to medications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using equipment provided through this project, 

the first complete genome sequencing of 

viruses in Sri Lanka has been conducted. 

The equipment obtained through this project 

contributed to securing the following foreign 

research grants by supporting research 

activities conducted in Sri Lanka. 

 Secured a US$0.23 million grant from the 

Asian and American Center for Arbovirus 

Research and Enhanced Surveillance 

(A2CARES) NIIAD. 

 Received a grant of Rs 10 million from the 

British High Commission for a 

collaborative project with the University of 

Oxford, UK, focusing on vaccine 

development and investigating immune 

responses to emerging and re-emerging 

viral infections. 
 

 Grant of USD 300,000 (Rs. 60 million) 

from the World Health Organization for 

gene sequencing research. 

 

• The LUPIC project at SKK University, 

South Korea, has been allocated USD 

333,333 per year. 

 

• Shortlisted for the final round of the 

Welcome Trust Grant and submitted the 

application. 

 

• Entered into a consulting agreement with 

Imperial College, London, valued at 

£44,166.67GBP. 
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